RN
P

(_J"[J
FiED

"‘*“%?ff »4\1, i %

{I lﬂ.w..

"“”\?ﬂ«vr 1

*{}3 ARMY ARMOR scauoi.\' |
R3T KO KENTUCKY A RESEARCH REPORT

o : ' " . Prepared at ‘

K ' THE ARMORED SCHOOL
ﬂ,,\,, ma @A Fort Knox, Kentucky
Logo —,uqv"‘:ﬂu'.l Uwn

s




el

r | | | | ssg\i@‘M%m

¢

ENFLOYIENT OF ARMOR IN XORTA

o THE FIRST YEAR
-

)

A RESEATCE REPORT PREPARED
BY
COMMITTEE 11, ARMORED OFFICERS ADVATCED COURSE
1951 - 1952
CAPTALI MILTON R, THOMPSOH
CAPTALN HARRY B, HARDY
CAPPATN KIBBEY M, HOXT
CAPTAIN KENNETH ¥, ZOCE

lst LI.JUEN,A.L’T JACK F, MAT

- HS3-1

w 5 LIBRARY
Us ARMY ARMOR SCHOOL
HORT KMOX, KENTUCKY;

4 . :
: Fort Knox, Kentucly

Moy 1952

B iiﬁ,mﬁsmzﬂ



TABLE OF CONTENTS
oy = .
Chapter o '. Page
,’_“ . l INIJRODUCTIOI\T. ® 90 5.060060 800 _0 o e s s s @ " 00 s OBOE e RN 1

*

2 TERRAIN, TRAFFICABILITY AND WEATHER....eeeseneeeens

) Terrain.....‘............‘g.....-..-........-..& 5
5 ) A TTafflca0171ty...,,....‘...,..........,...,..... 1”
' Tyeather'......“'.Q......‘..."'...’...‘.'..'... 20

3 THR WY DRFENSIVE (27»JUNE 70 15 STPTTIEIR 1950)....
General conduct of the campaign.a...,.......;,-‘ 25_:
General comments On CaMPaiSleeevesssecoesssessas 38
Armored action Auring CamMPaiZlececeesssevessssce U7
Comments on armored actiofNe,eeecesescosssseesess 63

4L THE UW OFFSHSIVE (16 SEPTEMBER TO 2 -OVIiESR 1950),
General conduct of the campaign................. 67
General comments ol CamPaifles.essscecessseseses 13
Armored action during campaigfe.eceesscesvesssees 1

70th Tank Battalion.....,....-..\....,.f.‘... 78
73d Tank Battalion....o;..}...a...........-.. 95
1st Marine Tank BattalioNeessesscesecssoncnse 99
Gth Tank Battalicn..,..-....-.;.............. 100
724 Tank Battaliofeessesseessosssssareasseees 104
€9th Tank BattalioN,s..eeeeseessersosesaassas 106
Comments on armored actioNeeecscsesescsveosssess 107

a 5 CCF INTEZRVEHTION (3 NOVEMBER 1550 to 2l J: %."L:ARY
' 1951)0000.l......'l....D..."QC"'..'Q..0..)".0.'.
- General conduct of the campaigNeeseceesssessncss 111

* General Comments on Campaign.......,r...-'.-u... 121

Armored action during campalgfe...ceeescesenscase
Infantry-Armored Task Force, Offense to ,

L. . Perlmeter DOfense.........-......o......-...‘ lau
Limited Objective Attacks, Infantry Reinforced
with ArﬂorO'QOGQQOOOQl.’."ti.ll..'ll"'.".i 13u

+  Reconnaissance in Force, Reinforced Tank
Ba‘tta]'lon.'.l.....OO.00.00'.'..'.-.'..0..'... lm;‘

Corments on armored actioNieeececsseycsessnsesss 154



=

Chapter ' ‘

6 FIRST UN COUNTEROFFENSIVE (25 JAITUA f TO 21 APRIL
1951).l‘..0|....0....OIQ.""....OJ.’..‘...QG......
General conduct of ‘the campaign................,
General comments on CamPaiffeeeecssssvevasscscss
Armored action during Campaiffe.ssceecsssccscses
Operatlon Punch...'..q.o...;.-.....-.........
TaSk Force Crombez........'.........-........
&ask Force GTOWdOn,...c.......o...-.....-..oo
Armor support of river cresSinGeessssssesscss
Comments on armored BCH10N e s eesesoorasoncancas

@S

=i

)

7 CCF SPRING OFFENSIVE (22 APRIL T 25 1?*’1951)....

GGnCral Conduct Of the cambalén....ooo.o'-»0;09;

General comments on campaigileceesescosessssccses
Armorea action during campPaiEN.ecessrssecsssseses
89th Tank 3attallon......-..-.-.............o
73d ‘anK Battallon..............,...o........
70th Tank Babtaliof,eeecesocessossesssaoersse
6th TanK Batuallon...........................
1st Qarlnc Tank Battallon......'..-..........
buth Tank Bajtallon’oouocgcooooo"oo!u."ﬁooo
72d Tank Battallon‘.‘-...;ocso-o.oﬁ-oo-~-¢000
Comments on armored action.....-..’..n.........-

8 R CONCLUDIOIIS.Q00‘000.000000060OQQODQOODOOOOUUQObCOOO
GeneraloOtolO'Q"Doo.‘I-QQ'OCAFODOOCO0"0'00""
Tank Performance.........'.n-....-.............-
Tank—Infantrv Coordlnatlon........'.-.........,.

Defenseyognogoo..ao-..o---‘.v.-.ooontno.-ooo"ot
Offense.....'.'.'Q...."......’..’........‘D..."
Armored Raids and Reconnaissance in ForcC.eeeess
nght Operations..,.............-.......-.......
N .EXPloltatlon.....’-.......'o...-....o.....o-...u

ANNEX I - ROAD HMAF OF KORBA

BIBLIOGRAPEY

L R R N A R R R N N R N N I N T R

iii

Page

1.

159
164
165
166
176
180
191
196

198
202

203
208
209
211
213
213
215
229

233
233
o34
235
237
238
239
239

au3



gt L

SARBARSIEARA

CHAPTER 1
“ ¢ S INTRODUCTION
Probably no war in the history of the Uﬁited.sfates has
beeﬁ povered so well and yet so poérly as has the war ig Korea,

‘The quantity of nevspaper stories, magazine articles, statements,
_ ‘ ,
and books on the subject is prodigious, The number of war corre-
spondents, authors,-researchianal&sts, experts, ébservers, in-

g épéctors and just plain ﬁisiﬁprs to the theater of operations is
staggering, In ANGANG-NI in early September of 1950, a Reuters
correspondeht sﬁmmed up the situation neat1§_when he said: ‘"There

,are so many of us corfespondents here that, gf you gave us each
a pistol; we would swing the manpower baléncé your wa& and the
war would be over in a few days,". |

_Despita the grea£ volume of material produced by'these
military, civilian, and political observers, it is inevitable that
controversy, slénted news, and unsupported opinion should arise,
Vithout wishing to become'eybfoiied in the feud of General Willéughby
versus the press, it must be pointed out that much of what has
‘been written is a gold mine of misinformation and bias, In &ll
fairness, it must also de 'po\inted out thet much is thoroughly
accurate, perceptive, and Valuablé, Military writers ére not

. : necessarily the most reliable of sources af =ll times, as often

ciyilians have more clearly grasped some of the eiemeﬁts of the

situation, On the othér hand, the civilian press has often been

N
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cuilty of the most flazrent sensationalism and misinterpretation
or fébrication of news, The proble@ of evaluating source mater-
ial, regardles§ of origin, ﬁas been one of‘winnowing the fact
from the fiction, and separating the carcful analysis of fact
f:om the-quick'cOnclusion‘bgsed on faﬁlty data;

The problen has been'further compl?cated by the‘palitical‘
overtones of the Korean Var, particularly'siac§ the relief of
General MacArthﬁr. Eortunatély this study is not concerned with
the political agpects of ﬁhe wai;, but dnfortunately'many of

the sources of information concerning the broader aspects of

. tactical operations havc been tinged with the controversy.

In.order to freant as valid an analysis of armored’oper;
ations in Koréa as possible, all source material has been con-
sidered in fﬁe light of personal experience (half of the Army
tank battaiions in Korea are-represented amdhg the authors),

prersonal interview with officers who engaged in specific actions;

~end a review of all source material available,

As for the pﬁre mechgnics bf presentation, only the
first year of the war in Korea has been chosen for study, fha
authors feel théﬁ any action subsequent to the beginning Sf the
peace talks at KAESONG took plgce under sucﬁ unnatural restric-
tions as to be.§nvalid for application Yo normal combat operations.
Bach campéign has been treated separétely,»as the tactics
and technique of armored employment (as well as that'of other

branches) varied radically from one campaign to the other,

2
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Separate conclusions and comments have been drawn from each cam-

paign, that may or may not be applicable to other campaigns as
well, Conclusions applicablé ;o the entire period have been in-
cluded in the final chapter, '

It is the conviéﬁiqn of the authors that a ‘study of the
tactical employment of armor in KOREA, to be of any real value,

should be projected beyond the platoon and company level, Much

of the tank action in XOREA was primarily on a platoon or even

a single tank basis, and a detailed analysis of such action

serves little uée other then to re-affirm the validity of the

most elemenﬁary principles of tank employment.2

This study is largely confined, thereforc, to the employ-
ment of tank battalions and tank-infantry task forces of battal-
ion size, The rolec of the regimental tank companies consequently

has been slighted, in the belief that the actions of the com-

‘panies of the tank battalions are representative of both,

In order to prescnt the armored situation in its proper
context, the over-all operafions'of each campgign have been
covered in'some detéil. The éomments on fhe over-all situation,
while nof specifically applicabie to armof, give a clue to thg
nature of the‘fighfing and act as a springboard for futuristic
thinking on the large scale employment of armor against the samcor

a similar enemy,



The similarity ﬁetween the North Korean aend Chinese Com-
munist armies and the RussianAArmy.is inéscapable. Koreé has
béen a good test of American doctrine and‘equipment against an
enemy who is trained, equipped, organized, and employed in accor—
'dance with Russian principles.

In the event of war with Russia, our groatest potentizl
enemy, the 1e3s6ns learned'by armor in Zorea would be invaluable,
It is obvious that armor can profit from the ezperiehce of in-
fantry units as well as that of armored ﬁnits. ‘The weaknegses
and strengths of the enemy, although displayed against a baékf
ground of predominantly infantry action, arc of interest to all

fighting men, The opportunities, the successes, the failures,

~and the disasters of the UX forces in KOREA are a good frémework

upon which to build the military planning of armored tactics

against a possible enemy with overwhelming numerical superiority.

NOTES FOR CHAPTER 1

lFurther insight into the effect of political contro—
versy on tactical operations may be found in Rovere and
Schlesinger's The General and the President, (lew York Farrar
Strauss & Young, 1951). Aalthough the anthors do not endorse the
opinions expressed, the treatment of the problem is thorough,
despite dbeing fllppant occasionally, The authors' reliance on
the press as a sacred authority is questionable,

20f Lt Col Pickett George B, Jr, "lanks in Korea 1950-
1951", Armor (Uov-Dec 1951) pp 12-16, for a re-affirmation of
basic prlnclples. See also ¥M 17—32,
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CHAPTZR 2
. _ : TERRAIN, TRAFFICABILITY AND VZATHER
TerTaife,esenreies 5
Trafficability,.... 1k
Weatheresessesessss 20
Terrain -

Any analysis of armored operations in Korea must be made
in the light of a thorough undefstanding of the enormous influence
exerted by the térrain. Although sweeping generalities as to ter-
raints effect upon operations are always a source of danger and
often of disaster, it was popularly held prior to June of 1950
that tanks werebincapable of exerting any significant influence
on a possible conflict in Korea, The restrictions on vehicular
novement were considered.to be too greaﬁ. This unfortunately
represented the same type of thinking that convinced the French
in 1940 that thc ARDENNES was too formidable a terrain obstacle
for vonAKleist's Panzer units to‘pgnetrate rapidly, and proved
almost as calamitous, The estimate of Koreals armor-bearing
capabilities has éiace been revised upwards to the present view
that, while still falling well short of being ideal tank ter-

- rain, Xorea is capable of supporting limited armored operations
in all sectors and approaches good tank terrain in some sectors,
hotably the SEOUL and PYONGYANG: areas, |

Although a detailed terrain and trafficability analysis
does not fall within the scope of thisstudy, the general

5



evaluétion of terrain and trafficability which follows should be
borne in mind throughout as a basic factor in tank employment,

Xorea is a peninsula approximately six hundred miles

' long and 135 miles wide, divided from the Asiatic mainland by

the velleys of,the YALU River in the northwest and of the TUMAN
River in.the northoast, As can be seen from Figufe 1, tﬁe most
étriking geégraphical féeature is the peninsulals méuntéinous
spine, rising rapidly to heights of six thousand feet in the

south, and in North Korea to heights of over'eight thousand

feet, What the topographic map fails to show, hovever, is the

“precipitous slope of the majority of the ridges and hills that

make up this mountain chain, The characteristically sudden rise
of a ridge line from relatively flat ground is shown in Figuré 2.
Figures 3 and 4 are examples of well devcloped mountainous areas,
showing the\successive ridge lines habitually encountered, Fig-
ure é is an aerial photograph showing the characteristic knife
edge in which most such ridges terminate, The stcep slopes en—
countered limit tank fraffic largely to the valleys, although it
is sometimes poésibie to move tanks onto high ground, when the
ridge system is extensive and may be aporoached over gradual
rises, As cen be seen, however, the value of the posiéion thus
laboriously gained is little if the top of the ridge is.so narrow
that movement is impossible and footing is precarious, Anothér

serious limitation on the ability of tanks to traverse even
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negotiable slopes is, of course, the extreme strain placed-upon
the tank engine,

Te exception to the generality that armored warfafe in
Korea is confined largcly to the valleys is the weétern plain,
which was empléyed as an avenue of rapid advance during the break-
through and exp101tatlon phase by both the Jbrth RKoreans during
their initial advance in July and early August of 1650, and by
the United Nations forces in .the breakout from the PUSAN perimeter
in September and COctober of 1950. The tactical situaﬁion in these
two periods, however, largely overrode the effccts of the terrain,
Even so, the pléin does not represént good tank country in its
entirety, in that isolated ridges and mountains are encountered
even here, and the limitations imposed by the trafficability con-
ditions discussed below arc ever present,

The major rivers of KOREA (see Pigure 6 and Annex 1) have
played an importont role primarily from thc defensive standpoint,
The ﬂAKTONG and WAM Rivers in the southwest corncr of the penin-
sula formed the barricr bohind which the United abions forceAs'
made their despefate stand in August and Septembef of 1950. Pré- ‘
viously the XUM River above TAEJON had been the siﬁe of a defénse,
line during the delaying action back to the PUSAN perimeter, The
HAW River.below'SEOUL Qas a major.factor iﬂ the first liﬁeration
of the city after. the INCHON ianding and subsequeﬁtly in the see-.
- saw battles following the Chinese interveation, The QAEDQNG and
IMJIN Rivers in NORTE XORZA aléo assumed importance és'defensive :

. L .
barriers, . g '



&

SCALE ' 1:4,350,000;

. _
N""‘““
\ .
9
N\
\\ /
R
\\d& | y,
SINUIJU 3 \) /4(4(
SON Lff N{fHUN
mANJU
PYONGYANG WONSAN
Wt R. )
[\
CHINNAMP
a I c 3 KOSONG
SARIWON 3 BKUMSON
| % {mcHoryoN
HAEJUF |
ESONG —&CHUNCHO
KANGNUN
S L
S INCHON 8 "%
ULGAI
.CHONAw LN
‘ NDONG
- JO
A" Y3 |
KANGYD NG uMGHON
BRI s PONANG
| 5 ®TAEGU
¢ ' 3
®NAMWON l
BKW T BMASAN S
'~ 1 > ® PUSAN
MOKPO ‘
™ B s . e 126 7

q
(B

)



Major rivers such as the HAN aad the NAKTONG represent
unde; most conditions very real obstacles to vehicular movement,
and wﬁen not frozén over are major obstacleg to dismounted move—'
ment as well, Although many firét—rate bridges were erected dur~ -
ing the Japanese¢ occupation of Korea, these were largely destroyed-
by demqlitions or bombing ddring early actions, DPontoon bridges, .
such as that.shown-in Figure 7 were not always erected speedily
enough to make the mos?d adv;ntageous use of arnor otherwise
readily available in the area, Figurés 8 and 9 show a typical
major river valley with its characteristic stretches of sand
and cultivated areas, Trafficability in valleys such as this
however ranges frqm good to difficult, depending on the time of
year, extent and nature of the cul%iVation; and many other fac-
tors, Tigure 10 shows an M-46 tank moving across a sandy beach
such as is found near the major rivers, but movement in areas
such as this must be made>with.caution %o avoid gquicksand bars.

Aside from stabilized defense lines along major rivers,
_in which armor was used primarily in a stationary support'rple
(Figures 11 and 12) or as—a mobile counterattack force, the
majority of armored action took place in the secondary valleys,
to which they were channelized py the ruggedness of the ter-
rain as noted above, The exaggerated relief of Xorea has
created a well pronounced drainage system, and most low val-

leys are cut by a stream or small river lying between the two -
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parallel ridge lines which make up the valley.‘ Figures 13 and 14
shOW‘a typical wvalley of this type,.with the characteristic mé—
andering stream roughly paralleled iy a secondary road and with |
the valley floor well cultivated; The ;treams and secondafy
rivers encountered in this type of valley are generallyvfprdable
in many spots, but in actual practice the fordability of the
stream is dependent not so much upon the depth and bottom of
the stream but on the availébility'of approaches to_the fords,
In-winter the problem is minimized (Pigure 15) as the épproaches
are over frozen ground but in the spring and éummer mo&ement
to the fords through surrounding rice paddies is difficplt to
impossible, |

High valleys, such as that shown in Figurc 16 gener-
ally afford better véhicular standing throughout, due to avléck‘
of rice paddies, but well defined drainagé channels often re- |

strict mobility,

Trafficability
Korea's road net has been historically poor, 1In the

Russo»Japahese War the Japanese First Amy was fdelayed By the
atrocious Korean roadé,'which broke up'as the ice thawed"l, With
the exception of major cities and their suburbs, the adjective
"aﬁrocious" can‘still be applied to the majority of presenf'day
vﬁorean roads, Twelve to fourteen feet wide, frequéntly liﬁed |
with‘trees; and more often than not running over raised dikes

14









through rice- paddies, the roads represent a ane<way. approach from
which little or no deviation is possible and vhich has few turn-
.arounds (Figure 17). Even when not totally hemmed about by re—
strictive trafficability conditions, the roads are poorly surfaced
and drained (Figures 18 and 19), and in many places nonexistent,
The dozqd~out Teoat-track” (Figure 26)115 in this case a barely
acceptable substitute,

An additidnal hazard to vehicular movement, particularly
in midsumnmer, is the penctrating Xorcan dust which lies on the
roads in great deptﬂ; 7ith the consistency of fine talcum pow— -
der, it rises in clouds thick enough to blind tank drivers and
to permeaté through.clothing;_equipmcnt and eagines, The re-

- markable pénetrative powers of this dust may be séen in the fact
that, after a two hour tank merch, cigarcttes closed in an.alum~
inpﬁ case and iﬁ the tank commander's pocket, were found to be
so saturated with dﬁst as to be unfit to smoke,

A great deal has been written ébout the impossibility
of Vehiqular,passage throvgh. rice paddieé and similarly4cu1tiyated
ground, As mentioncd above, they do exert a'strong restrictive
inflﬁence on movement, but it is entirely false to make the bald
statement that rice paddics are per se impassable, It was found |
that under certain con@itions rice péddiés can and do sqéport‘
tanks, The obvious condition under which cross-paddy mobility

is possible is when the paddies are dry and/or frozen, However,
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even when flooded g;d with a gooey mud bottom, paddies are capa~
ble o% sustaining limited tank movement, Trafficability studies
by the 73d Tank Battlion ip the KYONGJU area in Aungust 1950
showed that M26 tanks could cross paddies of normal depth and
Bottom by moving smoothly, without violent changes in direction
or sudden shifting of gears, It was found.also that short halts
could be made in order to fire the gun, provided that the -halt
was nct so long as tvo allow éhe tank time to begin settling, In
actuality, the major obstacle in cross~paddy movenent is the
network of packed earth dikes that surround the individual pad~
dies, It is essential that tanks strike the dikes perpendicu-
lariy to avoid bellying up, and prior knowledge of the height
and slope of the dikes is mandatory. As for other types of
vegetatibn, a gpneral rule of thumd that may be applied to

créss country mobility is that gfound covered by trees andfor
broad leaved plaﬁﬁs ;s probebly pa;sable, while ground covered
by rice andfor spedr-like grasses is doubtfgl. Proof that

rice paddiesAwili support tanks, even for protracted-periods,
nay be seen in Figure 21,

No description of Korea would be complete>wi£hout some
comizent on the country's most striking-featuie to the newcomer,,.
its odor, Although it exerts no tactical influence, the stench
of Korea is an over present reminder bto the individual that he
is fight;ng in a foreign iand whose cuétoms and ways are not

his own., Compounded of countless layers of hwaan excrement 1aid

19



on the fields as fertilizer by generation upon generation of
Koreans, and the breath and body odors of a nation addiéfed to
kimche (the national dish, of fermented cebbage and garlic),
the odor is so all pervading that the action in Xorea haslbeen
characterized as Mike fighting in an outhousen,

It should again be emphasized that, degpite the multi-
tude of restrictions on wvehicular movementllistéd above, armored

units can and have operated with success in Xorea, To an army

'.,\.\

whose armored docfrine ig basedhprimarily upon the last phases

of the Buropean campaign in World War II, XKorea has been é
timely reminder that armor nust often éperate in terrain which
does not approach the desirable, let alone the ideal, All ter-
rain-in Xorca, moreover, docs not fall conveniently into thevgen~
eral categories skéf;hed above, As previously noted, there are
some excellent qreaé for tank‘o?eration as well as some impossi~
.bie ones, and an exténsiVBNVariety'of areas lying between the two
extrenmes, Figures 22, 23, and 24 are visible proof that armor

can find reasonadly good areas in which %o operate,

Yeather

Korea's weather is much like that of the eastern coast
of North America, with hot summers and severe winters in the
north, tapering down to a temperoture much like that of the

Carolinas in the south, The severity of the Worth Korean winter
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and its effect uéon operations are graphically dépiéted in Duncan's
excellent.photographs in This EE_ﬂéz, while the lowered mobility
of armored vehi;les in near-arctic temperatures and over ice—sligk
roads is self evident, Figures 25 and 26 show the effects of |
approachihg winter, and the profusion of tents indicates the per-:
sonnel problen of keeping warm, even in the most favorable of
tactical circumstances,
* *=* * %
Such is the arcu of operations to which war came at five

in the morning of 25 June 1$50,
¢

NOTES FOR CEAPTER T70

’

lEE Whitton, The Decisive Battles of Hodern Times, (London
Constabdble, 1923) p 171,
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CHAPTER 3
THE UN DEFENSIVE (27 JUNE TO 15 SEPTEMBOR 1950)

General conduct of the campaign,, 25
General comments on campaigie,... 38
Armored action during campaign.,. U7
Comnents on armored action,,.,... 63

General, Conduct,of the Campaign

The 35th Parallel had always béen ah uneasy4bordef;
Yorth Korean troops had ofteﬁ made short raids across the arti-
ficial boundary and.»;ohn Soubh Kove a,n::.ha(l become accustomed to
the massing of trocps along the toriér and atteﬁdant mgneuvers
by the Communist forces, Vhen the weal attack vas launchéd on
25 june 1950 by the N’orth‘Ko;'eans9 it was not fealized for some
time that this was anyfhing but esnother border raid, As the
at tack penetrated dceper and deeper, however, the true serious-
ness of the situation was revealed, The Republic of Korea lst,
2d, Tth and Capitol Divisions were rapidly overrun by three
Nort@ Korean divisions, attécking in multi-pronged columns
tippgd with armmor, Without tanks of their ovn nor wifh'adey
quate antitank weapons, the South Koreans fell back in disorder
before the armor they could not stop,
7 By 2¢ June the South Korean capitol of SEOWL had fallen
and the Communist forces had roached the HAN River, SEOUL, a
vprime political tqrget but militarily indefensible, héd fallcg
to the North Korcans, prcctlcally w1thout *ntcrfcrence The de—

moralized ROA troons wlthdrew across thc HAJ and established a

25



desultory defense of the SEOUL-INCHON-SUWON triangle, ZEast of
SEOUL the terrain and ROK resistance slowed the Red advance some-
Wh@t.

A s#artliﬁg bit of fiction was evolved by the Communist

propaganda machine at this time to fit the situation, In an

é&tempt to lay the charge of aggression at anothér door, the
Torth Korean go&ernmenf announced that they had been'mogt foully
attacked by the treacherous éouﬁthoreans:and that the present
Communist advance was actually in the nature of a counterattack,
Although this position is still maintained by tho Communist press,
feﬁ were deceived then and even fewer deceived now, Alarmed by
what, if succeésful, pronised to be only the first of a series
of overt actsAof aggression in the Far East, the United States
zovernnent ordered-the employmént of US troops to a2id the South:
Koreans and obtained UY sanction for the decision, In the over-
whelming need for immediate action to stablize the situation, it
was further decided to make a piecemeal'commitmont of US foréeso
Task Force SMITﬁ (consisting of Componies B and C of the

2lst Regiment, one battery of 105am howitzers from the 52d FA

Battalion, two 4,2" mortar platoons, one platoon of THmm recoil-

less rifles, and six 2,36" rocket launcher fcams) was moved from
Japan and placed in position at OSAK by 2 July., Other units of
the o4th Division were being rushed to positions south of OSAN,

The force initially employed was a meager one, as the 2lith Divieion's

26



&

three regiments (fh{z 19th, 2lst, ‘and 34th) consisted actually of -
only Af.wo understrength babtalions each,

After a short pause in the SEOUL area, the North Korean
forces resumed theif’advance; moving rapidly through disorganized
ROX resistance, At seven in the moraing of 5 July, 31 T34 terks
hit Task Force SMITH at OSAN, Apparently invulnerable to 2,36"
rockets, the T~3hs_subjécted Task Force SHMITH to an unmereiful
pounding from long—rangg and close-in tank fire, Despite the

destruction of five enemy tanks by direct artillery fire, Task Force

SHITE was soon overrun and by 1330 was forced to withdraw 12 miles

to the south, through the 1st and 24 Battalions of the 34th Regi-
ment, drawn up in a hastily organized position at PYONGTAEK,

On 8 July the 3U4th chimént’was struck by a strong frontal

l attack with a sipultancous envelopment of both flanks, The 1st

Baﬁtalion withdrew during the day, while the 3d Battalion was en;
circled at CHONAN and could not fight its way oub until after ‘
nightfa{u, It might be added here that the 34th Regiment {nras
shortly thereafter‘disbanded-and its remaining personﬁel pafceled
out to its sister rcgiments, the 19th and 2lst,

By 9 July a significant change in the campaign had devel-

oped, US and ROK forces were fighting a deleying action back to

. the line of the KUM River, 25 miles south of CHONAN, The North

-Koreans, appafently mistaking the strcngth of the forces oprosing

them, had begun deploying their forces and consequently their ad-

, Vvance was slowed, As thc outnumbered Amcricans and demoralized
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South Koreans continued to fall back, General MacArthur's announcé—.
hent that the "first phase! of theAwartwas over startled many, Aé
later events were to,prove, the deployhent of the Communist forces
affer CHONAN was an error fatal to the success of their attack, and
the decision to commit the US forces in pio§¢meal fashion in hopes
of causing such a deploymcnt_wag-fully'vindicatcd.

To the troops on the ground, howover, this slowing of the

- Horth Korean drive was purely a matter of academic interest, as

they continued to fall back and fall back, fighting a strong fron-

?
tal attack, and then finding themselves encircled by a double en-~
velopment, As the delaying action continued, portions of the 19th

Regiments and the remnants of the 34th chimenf were building the

4first organized Us'defense of the war at XONGJU, 20 miles north-

west of TAEJONW, along the séuth bank of the XUM River, Meanwhile,
the 25th Division was being landed and moving to EAMCHANG in order
to blﬁck the route to TARGU,

On 13 July the 24th Regiment of the 25th Division was be-
ing landed and was ordered to move to YECHOW, east of HAMOHANG,
That night | using rain and darkhess for concealment, a portion
of the Nbfth.Koreaﬁ forcés\crossed the KUM River in boats, réfts,
and small ferries and stormed the south bank, The artillery was
overrﬁn,.and by the 15th the olith Division was withdrawiné to
TAEJON, The gsds continucd to build up théir bridgehead~aéross

the KUM.
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bn 18 July the lst'CéﬁaIry'Difﬁsibn made an wopposed 1and—
ing at POHANG and began méving inland to back wp the 25th Division
in the defensexof i%EGU. _
On 19 July the harried S4th Division was struck by a tank

v

force neéar the TARJON airport @nd the battle Tor TALJON was joined,

" In this initial engagement seven T-34 tanks were knocked out by the

new 3,5" rocket launchers that had been f16Wn in in a desperate at-
tenpt to provide the infaﬁtry with much nceded antitank prbtection.
Despite the success of'the:new wéapons overwhelming enemy pressure
forcéd the evacuation of the city at midnight the following day,
the 2ith falling back to a line four miles southeast of the city,
The UN battle iine at thié time waé a thinly held arc running from
TAEJON in the west to the east coast just south of YONGDOK, with
the 24th Regiment having taken YECHON in what was heralded as the
Tfirst UN victory of the war, |

"ROK units, $upporteq by naval gunfire, recaptured YONGDOK
on 21 July, The 2uth Division and lst Gavalry ﬁivisions were hold-
ing.the YONGDONG area, while the 25th Division neld the-central
front from KUMCHON to SAWJU,

 The North Koreans méanwhile, rather- thon makiﬁg a deter-
mined effort to ¢rumple up the UN forces to the southwest, had
moved from TAEJON directly to the ségth in a virtually unopposed
advance through NONSAY, CHONJU, and NAMWOK to take the southern

coastal port of MOKP0, It was not watil the otk of July that
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the'Reds'renewed‘majorﬁpressure on the UN lincs, this time by

' moviné toward the éprséd.southern'flank and threatening PUSAN,

The 2ith Division, supported by the 1lst an& 24 Battalions of the
29th Bsgimeﬁﬁ newly arrived from OKIWAA, hurriedly shifted in-

to the CHIﬁJU area to meet this new threat,

" on 26 July the 3rd Battalion of the 2Sth Regiment, move
ing to HADOWG, contacted thq enemy three miles east of the town,
The next day two battalions of the 29th met 1000 Reds supported
by a battalion of aftillery, while the 19th Regiment near ANUI,
50 miles to the north, was attacked by 1200 Reds five miles south-
west of KOCHANG, |

| Extended over a UO-mile front, the 2lth Division could do

little to stop the increasing weight of the Worth Xorean drive
and on 31 July was forced out of CHIHJU and began to fall back
all along its front, Mcanwhile three Red divisions were thrown
against the 25th Di&ision‘and 1st Cavairy Divigion astride the
TAEJON-~TAEGU axis'ip a main effort, Tp the cast the ROK 1st,
6th, 8th, and Capitol Divisions were engaged in a delaying
action in the HAMCHANG-AYDONG area, The ROX 3rd Diviéion was
still holding YONGDOK, but with a gap of L0 miles of mpuntainous
terrain dividing its left flank from the right flank of the
Caﬁitoi Divisionrnear_AHDOHG. In another attempt to draw into

a tighter?defenseb the\UH forceé began brealting contact on the
night of 31 July and started o withdrawal to defon#ive positions
inside the NAKTONG River iiné,

, g

t






By 4 August the withdrawal waslcomplete, with the UN troops
holding an integréted line behind the WAXTOIG but still greatly
____overextended, Thewesth-DivisionHWas~on>the left in the MASAN afééf
the 24th Division on a line from the junction of the NAXTONG and
IAM Rivers running to the north to join the 1lst Cavalry Diviéion,
the iight flank of which ren just wesh of T BGU, 'The northern
scctor, consisting largely of extremely mountainous tefrain and -

& narrow coastal Plain dominated by UN naval gunfire, curved
north and eést to YONGDOK and was held by the still disorganized
and unreliable ROK Divisions (Lst, 6th, 8th, Capitol and 3d
Divisions in that order from west to east), -

New US units continued to arrive, being committed piece-
neal as soon as they became operational, New arrivals Wére the
5tk RCT from HAWAII, the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade from
CALIFORNIA, and the 2d Infentry Division from YASHINGTON STATE,

On 7 August three tank battelions arrived from the UNITED STATES

to bolster the tank strength of the Us divisionsf Uhtil thig
time\the only Army tank battalion operating in'Koréa had been

the 89th Tank Battalion of the 25th Division, vhich had been
rendéring yeoman service, although with hastily gathered per-
sonnel and equipment, The three new-armored units were the 6th /
(four companies of M46 tanks), initially Eightn Army reserve;

the 70th (two §pmpanies of MﬂAng tanks, one company of M2b tanks),
attached to the 1g¢ Gavalry-DivisiOn Whichhwas without even .

-
“ >
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regimental tank cOmpadies; and the 73 (threc companies of M26
tanks), one company ot TAEGU, one compony at KYOUGJU, and one

__’Eg§§%§y”§f;?§§§§,‘_Qgg_g;ggnip_&ank_battalion,ofvthemad«Division;“~—“"“ -
. the 724 (M4A3EE and MEGS)'lapded on 16 Auvgust, The First Provi-
sional Marine Brigade had landed with organic 126 tenk support,
Despite the continuing arrival of new uhits the situa-
tion continued to be desperate, and the PUSAY Perimeter was in
gonétant danger of collapse, The pressurc on TAEGU had grown
so great that on 6 August, in an attempt to relieve it, a diver-
sionar& attack was launched against CHIIJU by Task Force KEAN,
consisting of troops of the 25th Division;'lst Provisional
Marine Brigade and the Hth RCT, By 13 August the Reds had fal-
~len back to CHINJU, only to launch a fresh attack against the
°4th Division Jjust north of the NAKTONG-INAM Jjunction in an at.
tempt Yo cut’the TAEGQ~PUS£E road, With the hélp of one battal~
ion of the 9th Regiment, 24 Division, the 2Uth Regiment repelled
“the attack, but was unable to reduce the cnemy bridgehead across
o ‘the NAKTONG, This threatening breach in the line gradually built
ﬁp'to division strength, ﬁntil finally reduced by troops of the
olith Diviéioh; 2d Division, and 1st Provisional Marine Bfigaﬁe,
Meanwhile the northern éector was éeridusly thréatened,
On 12 August the enemy attacked soutﬁ from YOIGDOX and turned
southeast through thc'gap betweep the RCX 34 Division an@ the

ROK II Corps in a drive to cut the YONGDOX-POFATNG road, In en
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attempt to shorten the line and anchor its left flank on the sea,

the ROK I and II Corps withdrew to a line running from POHANG

. .west to the NAKTONG-River north-of WABGVAT,— Following the with™ —

drawal closely, the enemy entored BOHANG, fh?@&&@&iﬁé the air-
field defended by Task Force BRADLEY (a reinforced pattalion of
the 9th RCT), and infiltrated across the PORANG-XYONGJIU road,
ambushing a convoy of US troops and éausing many casualt ics,

The 23rd RCT of the US 24 Division ans moved to KYONGJU
to counter a possible breakthrough in strength, The ROK 3d
Division, cut off in the YONGDX area by the withdrawal, was
evacuated by sea and re~committed near POHANG, By the third
weck of August the ROK 3d and Capitol Divisions had stabilized
the line and pushed the enemy back north of POHANG,

On 16 August pressure was being maintained along the UN
line with the main enemy threats in the I{ASAN, TAEGU and POHANG
arcase During thc period of the POH}Q?G .withdrax»ral the enémy
had renewed the attack down the TABJON-TAEGU road, striking at
the boundaryl between the 1lst Cavalry Division and‘the ROK\Ist
Division, By mid-August the situwation was serious, with heavy
pressure being exerted 'on‘ the ROK sector on the rood north of
TAEGU, The 27th RCT of the 25th Division was brought up from
the extreme left flank of the UN line and employed in the !}';‘A,BU_
DONG area to relieve the pressure, B,einforced'xwrith two battal-

ions of the 23d Regiment, 2d Division, and Company C, 73d Heavy
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Tank Battalion, the 27th RCT held the area lnown as "THE BOVLING

ALLEY" and by 23 August the immediacy of the threat had dwindled,

the 27th British Brigade arrived from HOIG KOHG and moved into
line on the left of the lét Cavalry Division,

_ On 31 August elements of five Red divisions attacked at
night along a 40 mile front in an all-out effort against the
25th and 24 Divisions, The southern flank of the attack iso—
lated wnits of the %Hth Regiﬁedt at the junction of the NAM and
NAXTONG Rivers, overran the 24th Regiment in'the HAMAN area, and
started a drive down the main supply route to fMSAH. The nor-
thern flank of‘the attack in turn had crossed the NAKTONG’River,
smashed the 2d Divigsion defenses west of YOIiGSAY, and had esw
tablished bridgeheads as far north as TUKS0IGD0NG, In an effort
to plug the gap, the 27th RCT was rushed down from north of
TAEGU ﬁo help ;estore the Ehth's positions, vhile the lst Pro-
visional Marine Brigade aided the 24 Division in restoring their
lines, Although the pressure was alleviated, many br%dgehéads
remained and the situation continued to be ecritical,

On 3 September the "roof" of the UN perimeter, the ROK
sector in the north, again threatened to fall in, Three enemy
divisions dréve south and vest against the ROX I Corps (Capitol
and '3d_‘Divisions), fo;cing a gap 10 miles wide, The 23rd RCT

having been moved to the south before the blow fell, the 2lst
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Regimént of the 24th Division was rushed to the XYONGJU area to
stiffen the ROK resistance, Initislly supported by units of the -

730 Tank Bottalion and later by units of the 6th Tank Battalion,

the 2lst Regiﬁent and the ROK I Corps bluntcd one North Korean
column driving through the KYONGSANARiver valley, although the
encmy drive had pénetrated to a point only five miles north of
KYONGJU, The second colwm of the attack, driving tovards
YOKRGCHON, was contained by the ROK Tth aﬁd 8th Divisions, A
éap in the lines remoined, however, until mid-September, when
the enemy was driven back to the north 5ank of ‘the XYONGSAN
Rivér.
Meanwhile enemy pressure continued on TAEGU with the
battle centering gbout the high ground northwest of the city,
As pressure was alleviated to the nofth in the POHAIG sector,
Ppressure grew in the center; and on 7 September.the North Korecans
captured "THE WALIED CITY" of KASAN and forced -tho lst Cavalry Di-
- vision back 800C yards, 3By 15 September the cncmy h.d taken the.
four hills over-looking tﬁe approaches to TAEGU, The situation
again was desperate and thevPUSAN Perimeter scemed to be threat-
ened more than ever before,
N Then céme the electrifying news that, on 15 September,
the 1st Marine Division had landed on the isiand of WOLMI~DO in
therharbor of'INCEOH, just.south of the %8th Parallel, Iﬁ 30'

ninutes the Marines had control of the island and in ten hours
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had reached the ceater of INCHON, The harricd, desperate days of

the Perimeter were over,

~ ~ Gembrzl Comnonts on the Gompelzn

1, The deployment of the North Korcen forces after the
engagement at CHONAN on § July 1950 was fatal to the successvof
the Red in;asion of South Xorea, The consequent slowing of their
advance epmpbled the UN ?orées-to reorgénize, bfing iﬁ reinforce-
mcn@é, and preparc defenses; Whiéh, although inadoquate, bought
still more-precioﬁs time, A concentrated and dotermined effort
by the Communists, cmploying their overwhelming tank supefiority
to the fullest; could have taken PUSAN and'deprived the UN forces
of a build—up‘port.

2, Although the North Korcans werc adept at tactical

mancuvering on the level of diviéion and lower, the Communist

\ high command never properly made usc of the feint or diversion,
nor did they properly mass sufficicnt stroength in a vital sector
to achieve a decigive breakthrough,

All-out cfforts were made in onc scctor at a time,
cnabling the UN command to strip one sector of troops and rush
‘thom to the threatencd sector immediately, with no denger of
finding themselves having ﬁoeﬁ féinted out of position nor of ‘
being hit by a sccondary attack in the wealkened séctor. For ex-
amyle, ab the bimo of tho late August drive against the 24 Divi-
sion and 25th pivision, thé TAEGU sector was wcakened materially

PR
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3. Lack of mobility was a serious handicap to the Heds.

Ux units% transported in motor vehicles, could shift to meet new

]
troops to meet the changing situation,

As a corollary to this, supply was a far greater pro-
blem to the Reds than they had anticipated, ZIogistical require-
ments were far grcater than could be met by the limited transpor-
tation facilities availabie, particularly when the supply lines
were under constant air atteck, It is pcrhap;‘significanﬁ‘to note,
however, that weapons and ammﬁnition werc not cﬁt off from the
Worth Koreans even at the limit of their penctration into South
Korea, During thc subscquent breakout from the Perimeter, uN
forces advancing through territory.rec;ntly held by the enemy
found ample stqros of arms and ammunition....despite the great
foduction éf enemy logistical capabilitics by UN air action, It
is true, hpwcver, that rations ﬁere in short supply, This was
appareptl& due to o decision by the North Zorcan 1;gisticians
that ammunition was more critical than food, based on requiring
the invadlng troops to live off of the land,

Tis should by no means be considered a disparagement
of the effect of air action, however, as the effect of air opera-
tions on the campaign was monunmental, The supplics that came to
the battkefield were brought up only by prodigious effort,.; man-
carried o;er'back roads ab night for hundreds of miles in an at-
tonpt to avoid strafing and bomdbing, Trpop movencnts also were
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restriced to the hours of darkness and vchicular movement accom-
Plished only at great loss,

4, 8o uth Korean troops demonstrated-themselves-as une ~— "~

reliable in coﬁbat, A unit tﬁat fought bravcly against overwhelm-
ing odds ig one engagemont woﬁ;d disintegrate before an inferigrr
force in another, They evidepced an inclasticity in defeat, that
was léter to prove charactcri;tic of the NWorth Xorcans also, The
- reasons for this unreliabilit&iare meny, but thcre are three that
seem to be'outstanding:
First, the qﬁality of leadership is highly variable,
ALl ranks were shot through with political appointees and self-
seekefs. A bland disregard of the enlisted soldier!s needs, de-
sires, and physical liﬁitations was all too frequent, It was not
at all unusual for foot troops to be mancuvered about necedlessly
throughout the night and thoen ofdered‘to atiack during the day,
only to have the same process repeated.
‘Second, & disregard of realitics was found at most
& | levels, One of the authors sat in a Roﬁ comnand post at ANGANG--
1 during the Red attack on XKIGYE, and watched the staff closé a
two mile gap in the line by the simple .e;fpedient of extending a
company‘symbol on the operations map, o troop movemént was
orderea...‘the change of the operation map had remedied the sit—
uati§n2 This was corrected on the ground only after a protracted
argumeat by the KMAG advisor, In the same opcration, South

Korean troops battled valiantly during the day to take a
| 4o
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commanding ridge line, only to fall back at night to the valley I

below in order to cat supper, while the Reds rc—occupied the ridge

vithout opposition, The ROL forces battled just as valiantly the — — - - -

next day to réﬁtake_the ridée. - _

Third, the %uck of supporting weapons vas both a military
and psychéldgicai‘diSéﬂVanﬁaée to the BOK.féréesl »Wiﬁh;u£.armorr
or adequate artillery, ROX division could not hope to meet the
enemy on equal terms, and they were not igﬁornént of the fact,

In support of this, one may cénqider the fine combat record of
the’ROK 1st Division, which was the only ROX division with full
artillery support by our standards and with whom a US tank battal-
ion later operated,

5¢ The performance of the US troops in the Far Fast sur-
passed initial exéectations. Degpite the pessimistic attitudé.
§f the press, ex~occupation troops quickly lost the fat of easy
living, The first US troops in Xorca suffercé the limitations
common to all unblooded troops, and their initial contacts with
the cnemy were not always inspiring, The disproportionate cas-
valty rate among officers and non~comissioned officers during
the early days is ample proof that "old soldicrs® bore the dbrunt

of the fighting, ZXorca was a hard school, howeyer, and men

quickly became Mold soldicrs™ or corpses, After the initial ’

shock of combat, the US soldier manifested that quality that was

lacking in his South Korcan counterpart.,, ciasticify in defeat,
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The heartbreaking cycle of retreat, fight, and retreat to fight

again bent his spirit but could not dbreak it,

-

never anything but despcrate; As an econony force, they paid
the price of all economy forces e the fienzied shifting of
hcégé}-fd}céswélohé én;6;e£gigégdé&rfr;nt go ﬁcet a superior ~
force, Any conelusions as to the naturc of warfare in Korea
during this period must be viewed in the light of this special
situation,. ‘

For oxample, the extensive use of the word Minfile

tration" to characterize North Korean operations during the

period presents an entirely false picture, o lines were

stealthily ponetrated by these M"infiltrations, Rather, troops
Passéd around the flanks of such lincs as did exist and moved
in large bodies through the undefended gaps betwcen units, Some
of these ”infiltrated" units moved so far to the rear of UN
iines that they werc unable to retﬁrn and¢ beeone "guerrillas";
There were actusl bands of civilians with Communist sympathieé

that became bona-fide guerrillas, but much of the action credited

%0 guerrillas was actually conducted by Horth Xorcan army inits,

7+ The common tactical maneuver of the Horth Korean

Torces at this time was a strong frontal attaciz to fix the cnemy

in place, and then a double envelopment to encircle and ennihi-

late him, -

w\6.,;Eggpr§i§iqn_o£_the_UN—forCGS-in—this—campaign~was—-"—”—‘—-
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Figure 3L

This tactic was particularly effective in the early stages
of the cempaign, when UN troops remainéd largely road-bound, and
were easily outflanked by Red units moving ddwn ridges on both
sides of the roads,

The most obvious countertacti&, that of presenting a

solid line of troops with both flanks tied into'adjoining units

as below, was not within the capabilitics of the overextended UN

|
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troops,
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Figure 32

An approximation to-the solid 1ine obove was gained in

the west by anchoring the ROK Fight flank on the soa and the lofs



flank on a particularly rugged mountain chain,. However, the lack
of adequate reserves made any penetration of this line a grave

threat,
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» Eb‘the south and east, the withdrawal of the UN forces
behind the major obstacle of the NAKTONG River so- restrlcted
mancuver by the Reds that multiple crossings could be defeated
in detail; or the threc-pronged thrust was canalized into a

single threat,

%

Similarly, the TAEGU area was organized to canalize the
enemy effort, Troop dispositions were made in such a manner as to

block the exits-f:om defiles through the mountains, thus effectively
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restricting multi~pronged attacks and forcing the enemy to attack

) through one of two defiles, from WARGWAL or TABU-DONG,
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Figure 35

With adequate reserves, the maintenance of a continuous
line does not become of such pressing urgency, within practical
1iiitations of'course.. An exposed flank, vhether of a battalion . -
or a corpé, is always in daﬂger of being turnéd; Employment of
‘the reserve at the opportune moment will hgve the added benefit

of defeating the attack in three 1ncrements.
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TFigure 36
g, Largely because of the restriction on daylight move.
ment imposed by air a&tion;-the favorite time of Red attack was at
‘hight, particularly that period during which the moon dipped dbehind

the mountains and several hours of pitch-black darkness ensued,



9. The UN strategy during the campaign was vividly des-

cribed by General MacArthur at the Senate heafingsl:

- , ' \

My directives were to establish a bemchhead in the neigh- __

“borhood of Pusan and to take such steps as I felt I could
within the means I possessed to support the Korean government
and help maintain the South Korcans,

I was reminded that my resources for the time being was
practically limited to what I had and that I must regard the
security of Japon as a fundamental and basic policy,.

I threw in troops from the 24th Division by air in the
hope of developing a loci of resistance around which I could
rally the fast retreating South Korean forces,

I also hoped by that arrogant display of strength to fool
the enemy into a belief that I had a much greater resource
at my disposal than I did,

I managed to throw in.a part of two battalions of in-
fantry, who put up a mognificant resistance before they were
destroyed ~—— a resistance which resulted, perhaps in one
. of the most vital successes that we had,

The enemy undoubtedly could not understand that we would
make such an effort with such a smoll force,

Instead of pushing rapidly forward to Pusan, which he
could have reached within a week, without the sllghtbst dif-
ficulty, he stopped to deploy h1s artillery across the Han
River,

We had destroyed the bridges,

We gained ten days by that process, before he had de-
Ployed in line of battle along the 150 mileg front from
Suwon as the pivotal point, -

By that time, I had drought forward the rest of the
24th Division under General Dean, I gave him orders to

- - delay the advance of the enemy until I could bring the
- First Cavalry Division and the 25th Division over from
Japan,

He fought a very desperate series of isolated combats in
which both he and a very large part of that division wére .
destroyed

By that time we had landed the 25th Division at. Pusen
and it was moving forward by rail, And we had landed the
First Cavalry Division on the East Coast, and they moved
over and formed a line of battle, I do not think that the
. history of war will show. a more magnificent effort against
what should have been overwhelming odds thon those two
divisions displayed.,



Armored Action during Campaign
The -sudden Red aﬁ%aok was, as has been mentioned, spear—

headed by armor, The initia;”Qommunist tactics were to place

tank forces of varying size at the head of each column to over-

.

run the opposition, This was extremely effective against a UN

force without proper snbltank weapons,
Prisoner of war reports indicate that the Reé tankers
~ received no instruction in US tank types, and weré informed that
thefe were no tanks in Korea to oppose their‘attack,z 'This, of
coﬁrse, held true until the arri§a1 Qf US'units in July, | |
The 2tth, 25th, and lst Cavalry Divisions had had no
organic medigm tank supportfas océupation troops iﬂ Jaﬁan, but
each divisionidid have a company of Mzk.light tonks, Company 4, .
78th'Tank-Bat£alion was the light tank company of the 2N£h Divi-
sion; Compzny A, ?9thiTahk Battalion that of thp 25th Division;
and Company A, Tlst Tank Battalion that of the lst Cavalry Divi-
sion, When these divisions were qommitted in Xorea, these com-
panies accompanicd them,
The M2U tank, dééigned primarily as a recdnnaissanéé ve~
‘hicle,‘had littlé or no effect against the TSM, with which;fhe
Worth Koreans were equiﬁped.» The'subseqﬁeﬁf poor showing of the
Mok coﬁpaniés in’tank\versﬁs tank action i; primarily'dﬁe to the
- fact that the vehicle was Simply;notrdesigned fo perfo;m.the func~

tions of a medium tank, As a light tank it was excellent,
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Company A, YStH%Tank Battalion (24th Division) landed in

Korea on 4% July with lh‘MEMs. By August two tanks remained, De—

splte the lurid tales .of-the-press during thls’perlod the company
: was not destroyed en masse, Losses were ovor the entire period,
not exceeding two in any one day° Two plotoons of«thercompanyi
wore committed in carly July, onc at CHOCHIVON with the 2lst
Regiment and one with the 34th Regiment, The first tank losses
were tyo banks to ono Y4 on 9 July at CHOCHIVOW, The T34 sus—
tained several 75mm hits without apparent dqnugc.3 Later 1osses
were to 5l caliber antitank rifles ("buffalo guns"), tanks, infan~
try and mines. The compe 1y was later reorganized in 1951 as the
regimental tank company of the glst Regimcnt.

- Company A, Tlst Tank Battalion (lst Cavalry Division)
also lost its tanks in a numﬁer of éctions, and by early Auguét
its personnel were fighting dis@ounted as infantry, Somé later
went to the 16th Reconnaissance Company, and others as replace-
ments to the Yth Tank Battalion, |
Company A, 79th Tenk Battalion (25th DlVlSlon) fared

better than the others, being'use@ in perimeter dofense neér
MASAN and not constantly under attack by T3ls, This company was

later attached to the 89th Tank Battalio\n as 2 fifth company in
"lm1a~August and continued to operate with thwt battalion,

The immediate $actical effect of the three light tank

: compahieé was very slight, This initial use of Mals in a role for
wHich they were not suifed did, however, have a marked effect in

other ways.
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First, the press was quick to seize upon the inadequacy

of the light tank in tank versus tank action with the T34, a

mediup_&a@kwoffRussian»make“and‘ﬁaﬁhfiné"é 76mﬁm6¥'85mm gun, Un-

fortunately the press drew unfavorable comparisons not between the
M24 and the T3L, but between "American tenks" and the T3L, This

j gave rise toré sudden rasn of articles with titles like "The US
Tries to Catch Up on Tanks"u‘and "Why are RuSSian”Tanké Bet ter

" then Ours?" Articles of this kind had, and continue to have, a
profound.effeet upon military and civilien thinking on American
armnor,

- Without belaboring the point that the cqmparison was
unsound in its over-all application, it should alsc be added
that the comparison was based on faulty information, As an ex-
ample, Life on 24 July 1950 ran a photograph of three Mo tanks
(figure 37) with the caption "US 19 ton tanks move to front,

They are easily out-gunncd by Communist 60 tonners§"6 On 31

j
/

July 1950 Life brought its facts up to dote and placed the weight
of the M2l at 25 tons, the T34 at 33 tons, and the JS ITI (idente

 fied as "Russia's biggest!) at 57 toﬁs./ The JS III never ‘appeared
in Korea and the awesome 60 tonner wés non~-existent, Having put
fheir statistical house in order, Eiﬁg_indulged in some futuristic
crepe~hanging concerning mediwn tanks, with statements that Mg
Life photographer and reporter saw the T3L ouﬁrun and outmaneuver
the US Perislf_ling: and Sherman tanks nt anc. other dim outlooks to

the future, : -
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Second, many infantry commanders in Korea initially lost
confidence in US tank support, This was soon corrected by the ar-

rival of medium taggg_aqd;their_subsequentmperformance"agaiﬁstfthé”"

—T—ﬁﬁ, but it was a problem with which to reckon in August of 1950,
Third; and most important of all to the tanksrin Korea,
was the effect upon the North Kpfeags fhémselfos. The easy suc—
cessover M2is gave the Red tankers a fatal over-confidence when\
they first met US medium tanks. This was particularly-apparént
in the first tank actiqns of Auvgust in the TABU-DONG anﬁ.MAECWAN
areas, T34s attenpted to carelessly overrun 126s in an apparent
faith in their invulnerability to ﬁs tanké. (This faith was per-
haps\further'fostered by a general sinilarity in_silhoﬁette be-~
tween the Mol and MéG,) The comparative effect of a 90mm round
to a 75mm.round.WQs a combat lesson few Red tenkers lived to pass
on, The immediate result of this suﬁden change in US tank power
caused the Red tanks to bccome cautiocus to the point of inactivity,

The light tonk compenies had been thrown into Korea as

‘o stop-gap measure, Hasty arrangments were being mede -in Japan

and the United States to provide medium tank support as soon as

Possible, The Tokyo Ordnance Dépot was screened for tanks,

while the forces still in Japan hastily gathered men with tank
experience, Mcanvhile three tank battalions were alertcd in the
United States for immediate movenent —-~ the school troops tank

battalions of Fort Knox and Fort Benning and an orgonic battalion
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of the 1st Armored Division, - These three batialions salled from
SAN FRANCISCO on 23 July.

The first _mediwn bank dattalion to- reach Korea was~the~— ~~ "~

89th Tank Battalion, the one hastilyvorgapized in J‘apari, The
S9th> landed on 30 July and was committed on 1 August near MASAN
with the 24th Division, The 'batﬁalgon actueliy consistéd of one
company of MHA3ESs and a reconnaissance platoon {in reality a
service element), Within tw;) weeks it was brought up to a medium
organization with three qomﬁaanies of MUA3EEs and one company (3B)
of M26s, Co A of the 79th Tank Batﬁalion (the 1ight tank company
of the 25th Division) was attached as é fifth company when the
battalion wlas attached,to the 25th Division,

The first action of the 89th was on 2 iugust when Compeny
A led an attack up the road northwést of 1ASAY, Three platoons
of infantry (one from each of the 24th Division's regiments)
followed in trucks, Eight tanks were destroyed by enemy anti~
tank gun fire and the truck-borne infantry sustained heavy
caéualties_. |

The general action of the 8&9th tﬁroughéut the UN Defen-
sive was éeneral suppert of the 25th Division, Company A was the:
‘moét.héavily engaggcl, supporting the 35th Infaentry Regiment at
MASAN, Company B initially was at MASAN, then with the 2ith -
Reginent at HAMAN (ncar "BLOODY MOUNTAIN®), and then ‘/revertedn

to battalion control when relieved by Company D, Company C
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generally supported the 27th Regiment at MASAN, Company A of the

79th was used in perimeter defense between HAMAN ond SAGA,

Ibnknversus—tank action of the 89th durlnguthls per1oq- -

was very llght nost nissions belng 1nfant*y supnort with tank

platoons, Indirect fire m1531ons were perforned at various times.

The 89th encountered loglstlcal allecultlcs in malntalnﬁ
ing mixed MM4AJE®s and Mp6s, which were resolved by cxchanging
Company B's M2bs for MhABE&is with the Marinc Tonk Battalion,
which was an M26 bﬁttalion.

The manner in which the 89th solved the problem of tank-
infantry coordination.iS‘noteworthy. After severszl instances
of faulty coordination; an SOP was published through the 25th
Division as a guide to the tactical use of abboched tanks end a
summary éf ?heir capabilities and limitations, The SCP was very '
successful, particularly since the tankers also received instruc-
tion in the capabilities an@ limitations of infantry,

The UN medium tank strength rosc suddenly when, on-8
August, the three tank battalions comingvfrém the Uhiied States
arrived in PUSAN,

The 6th Tank Battalion, a med jun organization with Mubs,
initially was placed in Eighthﬂ*A:my:Bcservo, Companies A and'b.

remained in reserve near TAEGU throughout the period, while Com-

.ponies B and D were committed on 2 Septcmbei in ‘the POHANG sector .

with the 24th Division,
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e TOt@'Tank Battalion, a heavy organization with two

companies of;MhAiESs and one company (B) of M26s was attached

to the 1st'ngglp&‘@iy}§iqn_on_lamAugust_qnd~mcved»immediatelyf"“

h to positions in_the vicinity of TAEGU, Company A was the first
company committed, Initially company attachment %o thé regi-~
" ments was varied, but éﬁbse@hently norﬁal a£facﬁ@ents were made
as follows: Cdmpany A to thé Hth Cavolry Regiment, Cémpany B t?.
the 8th Cavalry Regiment, and Company C to the 7th Cavalry Regi-
ment, The battalion command post was established in TAEGU and
operated as the 70th Tank Battalion (-) attached to Division
Headquarters in the_roié Af providing logistical support and
command liaison, .
The 70th was employed throughout its entivte stay in
Korea as the regimental tank companies of the 1st Cavairy Division,
Company-ﬁ was committed on 14 Auvgust in cupport of the |
hth Cavalry on the right flank‘ofvthe division sector, Company
B was committed on 15 August in a show of force operation with
the Tth Cavalry on the left, and on 17 August was in defensive .
positions with the 7th Ca&@lry'on‘the left flank along the‘NAkTONG‘
River, During the UN-Defensife Companies A and B were more heavi-
ly engaged than € and sustained-greater iosses in personnel and
eduipment.; | |
The operations gf Company B in the‘TABULDONG ( "BOWLING

ALLEY") area in early September were noteworthy in that armored
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.Division, which also had regimental tank companies,

raids were employed to harass onemy artillery ond mortar positions,

The raids were conducted under the cover of a simultaneous infan-

try attack, Results of these raids were good until the Reds em-

placed minefields in front of their linés, by 6 September,

The 734 Tank Battalion,.a heavy organization with three
éompanies\of‘MZGS wasremployed és a separate tank Bﬁtfaiion
throughout, Company C was placed in support 6f the 27th RCT at
TABU~-DONG (in the BOWLING ALLEY) and was the most heavily engéged
of the companiess The najority of fhe tenkeversus~tank action
of this period was performed by this company, Coﬁpany B was méved
to KYONGJU to support Task Force BRADLEY and later moved north
to the KIGYE area in support of the 2lst Regiment, Company A '
was without contqct at ULSAY, guarding the MSR,

On 2 September the 73d was relicved from ifs posivlons

and placed in GHQ rcserve, The battalion mpved. tn PUSAN and

- began loading for the INCHON operation with the 1lst Provisional

Mariné Brigade, The 734 had participated in the Vieques maneu~

vcré and experienced‘little difficulty in preparing for qmphi-

bious,opérations, as all personnel were trained in LST 1oading;
On 16‘August.the 724 Tank Battalion landed in PUSAN,

The 724 was organized as a heavy battalion, having three com-

panies, each with two M26 platoong and two MUAZES plagaons. The

battalion was the organic division tank battalion of the 2d
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The 72d§s actions during the period were infantry support.

First enemy contact was mede on 26 August, ond the general trace

of its actions during the period are from YONGSAN (24 August) to.- - - -

CHANGYONG (& September),

The primary mission of all tank units during the UN De-
fensive was in the nature of close;in infantry éupport. (Figure
38) The restrictive terfain further reduced operations to the
Platoon or even single tank level, AAS was cmphasized ig the
general discussion of the ﬁeriod, 211l lines were thinly held and
the infantry required every available weapon in the 1line,

After the initial clash of-the North Korean arﬁor with
US medium tanks in the PUSAN Perimeter at . TABU-DONG gnd_WAEGAN,
the Red armored threat all but dissppeared, The Commmnists
appeared reluctant to commit their tanks, and larga;scale tank
baftles to establish armored supremacy were uanercscsary,

Most of the credit of relieving the Red armored pressure,
however, goes to the Air Force, Enemy tanks wexre constantly har-
assed by rockets and napalm and large numbers were Geshroyed,
both in the battle area and on the way to it, (Figure 39)
Supplies were denied the enemy, and replacenent tahks had to
run a gauntlet of acrial fire from PYONGYANG, far to the north,
to'tﬁe very tip of South Xorea, Daylight movement Was extfemely \
.hazardous,'as UN alr was always quick to seck out and destroy

taﬂks:
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The net effect of air and tank action against the enemy led
Bim into digging in and camouflaging his tanks as quasi-pillbozes.
(Figure 40) Early attémp&s»at night operations with tanks were
ineffective, as UN taﬁks beat off such attacks at close rénges
without loss, |

The initial sugcqésés of the Red ornor had been made
'against little or no antitank opp0sition, The arrival of medium
‘tanks iA strength soon showed up glaring Red weaknesses that had
not bgen apparent before, As has been mentioned, the Red tankers
became overconfident and attempted to overrﬁn_tanks of their own
clasé, The ensuing sldughter»of_their tanks created a loss of
confidence in their gun, and then the Red tactics changed to
’cibsing to very short ranges in order to effect a penetration,
U _tankers, particularly those whose®ank carricd *h» 90mm gun,
confidently engaged T34s at any and all ronges « - genergily'with
success, The armor of the M26 turned 85mm rounds on several
occasions, so therc may have;ﬁeen ground for fhn Reds! lack
of confidence,

In their attemﬁtg to close with UN tanks before firing,
fhe Reds! dug-in tonks held their fire too iong, and were de-

tected and.fired upon before getting off their first round,

Another:'serious’ Red deficiency that soon came.to light
was the atrocious gunnery of their tankers, They were extrene-

>

1y slow in'bringing tanks under fire, and were very inaccurate,
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Many times UN tanks gave the enémy the advantaze of the fifst
round and then destroyed him with a single‘round. One unex-
plained Red habit was that the first round fired was often
high explosive, which naturally had no effect upon UN tanks,

Red tanks were used singly or in small growps, and
often without infantry,support,' Tank crews werc often found
- asleep in their tanks and npt outposted by infantry, It was
also not uncommon to find an emplaced tonk with the entire
crew in foxholes bencath it, - |

All in all, it may be said that the Nbfth Xoreans were
third-rate tactically, but mounted in a first-rate vehicle

Tank~§ersus—tank_action was, as has been mentioned,
~generally slight in this period, as the majority'of tanks
were destroyed by the Air Force and in a short flurry of tank
actions, The general analysis of Red tank action above was
.borne out in the mnore exténsive tank~versuS*taﬁk actions of
the UN offensive howéver. d |

The biggest factor in losses of US mediun tanks was
not T3Ys, but AT guns (Pigure M1) and mines, Being overrun by
eneny infantry was also a, contfibutingvcause. It has been |
.stresSed éhd will continue t; be stressed, that the tank ac—
tlon of this period is not representativc of armored actlon as

whole,hbeqause the immediate tactlcal s1tuat10n and ﬁhe‘terrain

caunsed tanks to'pe enployed on the very lowést level and witho&t

adequate s@ppqrt.
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The foﬁlowing action will serve to point up the often

desperate nature of these actions and the results that armor

can achieve against infantry, 1t is admittedly not a typical

action in that the tank commander,'Master Sefgeant Ernest R,

,Kduma, Company A, 724 Tank Battalion, was aviardod the Medal of

Honor for this action, but it does showiwhat can be éohieyedb
when a man, a tank, and an éppoftuniﬁy neet,

On 31 August 1950 the-North Koreons made a local break-
through across ﬁhe NAXTOWG River near AGOX in the zone of the
Sth Infantry Begimént. Two tanks of Company A, 723 Tank Bat tal-
ion, an M-19 and a half-track from the 824 AAA Battalion were
supporting theAinfantry in the immediate area of the break-
through, The North Koreans at first attemptéd to build a Bridge
across the rivef, but tankvfire destroyed it,

 After the bridge was knocked out, approximétely 500

North Koreans crossed the river on foot ond overran the half-

-track, killing all but one of the crew, The infantry and the

1419 withdrew to new positions at apgroximately 2200 houré,
ieaving the two tanks to hold thé‘pésitions until the infantry
could, set up a new defense 1ige. One tank was-abandoned ﬁa~
ééﬁse of mechanical failure, léaving only one tank to hold the
énemy, | |

- ThiS1single-tanklproceeded'to bring the advancing enemy
ugde?_machine gun and tank gun.fire, ceusing meny casualties;h

3
%
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The tank commander, in addition to giving fire commands,
menned the 50 caliber machine gun, firing at point blank range,
Vhen the attacking enemy surrounded the tank and attempted to
climb up on it, the tank commander fought them off with hand
grenaﬁes end his pistol, The fighting continue@ for nine hours
of darkness,

At 0730 on 1 Scptomber the tank commender, twice wounded
and suffering from shock, ordered the taﬁk to withdraw as all
machine gun ammunition had been expended, The withdrawallwas;
aided by rapidly power traoversing thé turrét so that the gun
would wipe off ehomy trying to mount the tank, On its way to
the rear, through eight miles of enemy held territory, the tank
destroyed three enemy machine-gun emplacements, expending the
last of its tank gun ammunition, After rgturning to his company
.area, the tank commander attempted to resupply his tank and re-
turn to the béttle, when he was evacuated for medical-treatment,

The nine hour stand of this single tank againéf 500 |
enemy"héd given the infdntry sufficient time‘to re~cstéblish
e defensive position; and, in addition to destroying the three
machine guns on its ret@rn,had killed an estimatcd7250~of-the

enemy force that had attacked it,



" Comments on Armored Action

1, UN armored action during the period was primarily
that of close support of infantry in the sustained defense, The
operations of tank battalions thus closely approximated those -
of normal regimental tank companies, Tank-versus-tank action
was slight, but had far reaching effects, Some use was made of
daylight tank raids, shows of force, and indirect fire missions,

2. Air was the major factor inrrelieving the Red tank
threat, but US medium tanks were responsible for establiéhing
locel armored sﬁperiority. Air did not, and could not; destroy
all tanks in the battle area, |

3; It is difficult to properly appraisc the full con-
tribution of armr to this period,. but it is felt that, with-
'out the early arrival of medium tank battalions, the Perimeter
could not have been held, Tot only did these tanks destroy
any enemy tanks that attacked the infantry, but also contributed
greatly to the firepower of the infantry in operations against
eneny infantry, The arrival of US tanks was alsola very great
morale booster to the infantry, Regardless of whether credit
lies primarily with the tonks or with fbe air, North Korean
armor ceaéed'td be a factor in the campaign in early August,

~ !

L, The MUYA3ES and M26 tanks consistently outfought the
T34, This may be attributed more to the poor quality of the
crews of T34s than to the tank itself, The 90um wéé Pafficularly

cffective against the T34,
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e Tanﬁainfantry coordination was generally unsatisfactory,
A:]_though due in part to the over-extended nature of the infailtry
lines; the primary cause of poor coordinntion was a lack of know-
ledge as to ﬁhe principles of employing tanks with infantry, and
an inability on the part of the infantry to grasp the logisﬁidal
and maintenance requirements of attached tank units, The other
side of‘the picture, often forgotten, is that many tankers were
not familiar with the limitations of infantry,

6, North Korean armored rersonnel were poor in gunnefy
and, for the most part, poorly emﬁloyed tactically, The digging-
in of Red tanks made them laﬁgeiy ineffective, cven in the anti-
tank role |

?, All armored action of this period was confined to
small unif actions; As far as tanks arc conccrned, Korea may

be characterized as a "platoon leaderts war®,

'WOTES FOR GHAPTER THEEE

lAs quoted in The General and the President, by Rovere
and Schlesinger, published 1951 by Farrar Streuss & Young, New
York, 1951, p 115,

2The Employment of Armor in Korea, ORD renort (GHQ FEC,
3 &pril 1951), ssLm

3Inter\rlew with 1st Lt Norman W Hammes, Co A, 78th Tk
Bn, 1& March, 1952, ' .
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“1ge, (31 July 1950), pp 13-19

o ‘ML R. .Davehpoi't.,,;'Sa.turdéy Evc'ping_ Post, (7-Octobér 1950),
Y Pp 30_310 . .

brife, (24 July 1950), p 23,
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General Conduct of the Campaign
Korea was not d new theater of operations for the U, S.
Marines. In 1871 a Marine task force had landed o;NKorean soil
and reduced the HAN River forts, in reprisal for the burning of

the stranded American schooner General Sherman and the murder

of her crew in 1866. More recently, the lst Proviéional Marine
Brigade had been fighting in the PUSAN Perimeter since early
August, The brigade had been pulled out of the line in mid-
September and loaded dnto ships at PUSAN to join with, and
become a regiment of, the 1lst Marine Division, then water-
borne and preparing an amphibious :ssault of.the port .of
INCHON.

The landing at INCHON may wéll'go down in history as
one of the mdst difficult amphibious landings ever made ——
not from the m111tary standp01nt necessarlly but from the tech~
nical, Without g01nv into a detailed hydrographlc study, it
may be said that INCHON is one of the poorest landing areas
ever chosen by United States forces. A 33 foot tide'in the
area recedes rapidly, leaving hundreds of yards of bottom~

less mud separating the beaches and the sea for all except a
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few hours of each day, It is to the everlasting credit of the

Marines that they so quickly secured a foothold and expanded

" it as rapidly as they did. Resistance offered at the beach

proper was negligible,.due largely to the effect of air and
naval bombardment; but the swift and aggressive action of the
Marines prevented the enemy ffom recovering from the initial
shock of the landing in time to intérfere with the build;up
of the beach area,

This was particularly fortunate in more than one respect
... the 7th US Infantry Division did not land as scheduled. Due
to a variety of causes, the 7th Division did not make an assault
landing in force, but was filtered ashoré by battalions starting
on D £ 3. Guafding an exposed southern flank with a reconnaiss-—
ance combany, the lst Marine Division continued to attack towards
SEOUL, seizing KIMFO airfield and entering the outskirts of
YONGDUNG~FQ across the river from SEOUL, on 17 September,

The landing at INCHON had placed‘approximately 75,000
troops deep in the enemy rear and astride their line of commune
ications; Although all UN units immediately went on £he offeh~
si&e in an efiort to squeeze the enemy in a giant vise, the
reaction of the Reds to the southlwas not immediate., The 24th
Regimenf of the 25th Division was still battling fbr_SOEBAK,

10 miles west of MASAN, while the 1st Cavalry biﬁision was
fighfing bittefly for the high ground between TAEGU'and

WAEGVWAN ,
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The firét signs of crumﬁling resistance came on 18
September, when the 24th Division crossed the NAKTONG west of .
TAEGU and began 2 slow advance north. The 38th Regiment of the
2d Division z2l1so established a bridgehead over the NAKTONG northwest
of YONGSAN. |

To the north meanwhile,‘the battle for SEOUL was shaping up;
The 5th Marine Regiment croséed the HAN River ét HiENGIU on 19
September and cut the railréad and réad running north to KAESONG,
Two regiments of the 7th Division were ashére and beginning to
exert preséure on the southern sebtof of the beachhead.. On the

night of 20-21 September, a sudden armored stab to the scuth by

" units of the 7th Division forced its way through a surprised enemy

and seized the SUWON air strip.
Suddenly on 22 September the enemy main line collapsed in the
south, and all UN units began a general advance, slow at first but

gathering momentum with every mile taken. For the first time North

‘Korean prisoners were weing taken in large numbers. Ths signs of

disorganization and demoralization among the Communists became

- more and more apparent,

on 2L, September the lst Marine Division and 7th Infantry

-Divisibn, having secured the high ground 2long the south bank of

the HAN.River, crossed the HAN 2nd began the battle for SEOUL against

~an estimzted enemy garrison of 12,000, The capitol of South Korea

was announced as recaptured on 27 September, three months to the

day after its capture by the Communists. liopping up continued

for several days,
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To the south the Communist forces were disintegrating
ravidly, cut off in the north and with several penetrations in
their line to the south. On 25 September the lst Cavalry Division,
attacking north from TABU-DONG, crossed the NAKTONG at SANGJU and
drove to CHONCJU, 70 miles northwest of TABU-DONG, In an eifort to
split the enemy up the middle, the division began moving north in a
single task force column, with a platoon-sized armored clement racing
before it to make contact with the 7th Division near SUWON, The lin%;
up between the northern snd southern forces came at 2330 on 26 :
September near OSLN,

The 2d Division and 25th Di&ision, moving west from the
NiKTONG on 26 September, began a ;apid advance alsoj; capturing
CHINJU, KOCH'NG, ANUI, CHONJU, NAEE@N’and KVANJU by the end of
October, The 24th Division, with the 27th British Brigade attached:,
was attacking along the main road to SECUL and meceting the most
determined resistance of any of the UN divisions.

The privilege of taking T'EJON was saved for the 24th
Division, which had lost its division commandef there on 20 Jul&
during their forced evacuation of the city, énd to whichvthe city

was é svmbol of all of the heartbrezking days of the retreat to the

Perimeter. TAEJON was retaken on 28 September,

The ROK I and IT Corps joined into the general breakout

‘with enthusiasm, and began moving north along the east coast -

against light opvosition with astounding speed,
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By 1 O§tober the bfeakout of fensive was complete. The
first phase, tgat of cracking the enemy defenses, had beeniéonm
ducted from 16 to 23 September. The second phase of the break-
out, that of breaking through and routing the enemy, was accom—
plished during the period 24 to 30 September, The time had come
to enter the third phase, general pursuit of the enemy.

The North Korean Army had ceased to exist as such,
Trapped by the sudden reversal of the situation, the Reds broke
and ran for the Noréh, or stayed behind to be cut up into small
groups, ineffective as coordinated fighting units, This over—
night dissolution of the Red forées was not entirely an un-—
mixed advantage to the UN troops, however, as the prodigious
numbers of cut-off Communists quickly turned to guerrilla
activity and were 2 very real séurce of danger to UN operations,

The 2d Division, 25th Division, 65th RCT (3d Division),
Phillipine Expeditionary Force, and later the ROK 9th and 1lth
Divisions were kept in the south to réduce these isolated groups,
The situation wasnnever,entirely remedied and, throughout the
rest of the period covered by.this report, a minimum of two
ROK divisions were assigned as énti*guerrilla-forces in the
south,

Hot pursuit of the fleeing Reds continued, with the
ROK troops in the van, By 3 October tﬁe South Koreans had been
paéSed through the US forces hoiding SEOUL and extendéd on a
line running from northwest of‘SEOﬁL to the cast coast, 30 to
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35 miles south of the 38th Parallel, On 4 October the ROK

3d Division was 65 miles rorth of the 38th and in possession

-

of 'the town of KOSOHNG,
On 5 October the other UN forces received orders to cross
the Parallel, pursue the broken remnants of the North Korean Army,

and destroy them, The lst.Cavalry Division, with its 5th and 8th

 Regiments 30 miles north of SEOUL, reduced some initizl resistance

at KAESONG and started a drive north towards the North Korean
capitol of PYONGYANG, '

The 7th Division and 1st Marine Division meanwhile were
ordered to reemberk and 'prepare for an amphibious assault’ of
VIONSAN and a drive overland to PYONGYANG. The presence of an
extremeiy dense mine-field at WONSAN , however, prevented the
landing of~troops there for some time. The n@cessity for making -
an assault landing was soon removed, as on 1l October WONSAN was
capﬁured by the ROK 3d Division exploiting up the east coast,

The pursuit continued, with the ROK 6th Division captur-
ing on 13 October the area near CHORWON, 50 hiles northeast of
SEOUL; that was to become known later as the "IRON TRIANGLE".

The lst Cavalry Division and 27th British Brigade, flank-
ing KUMCHON, 1launched an attack north df SARIWON, aimed at
PYONG&ANG, while.the'RQK lét Division éttacked’northwest from

YUwLI towards the city. On 19 October the capitol of North

- Korea was entered by these two divisions,

On 20 October the 187th RCT (airborne) dropped at SUKCHON

12



and SUNCHON,'éS»miles nérth of PYONGYANG, in a futile attempt to
intercept a Rgd traiﬁ.moving north with UN priéoners of war,
A link-—up was xrade with the airborne troops the next day by
Task Force RODGERS at..SUNCHON,

The mines at WONSAN having been partially swept, the 1st
Marine Division moved ashore on 26 Octdber, féllowed by a 7th
bivision landing at IWON On_29 Octobér; The two divisions a-
ghore, with the 3d Di&ision at sea, comprised the US X.Oorpg,‘

he 1st Marine Division and 7th Division begain a pur—

suit of the enemy, moving to the northwest and 2iming at the

YALU River, the boundary between China and Korea,

A significant change in the complexion of the pursuit was
begining to appear. On the 26th and 27th of October, the exploit-
ing ROK 6th and 1st Divisions were attacked heavily at UNSAN and
ONJONG, The attacking forces, moreover, were identified as-
Chinese, not North Korean, troops,

The 8th Cavalry Regiment was moved to UNSAN on 31 Oct-
ober to support the ROK troops in that area. On 2 Novembér the

8th Cavalry was hit by overwhelming Chinese forces,

General Comments on the ggmpaign

1. Good evidence exist that the landing at' INCHON was
not "totally unexpected by the‘North Korean command, In Japan,
invasion preparations were quite obvious, and the press was

informed in advance that something of the sort was impending.
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In the United gtates, syndicated columnists made thinly veiled
hints that a sp;edy end to the war was in sight. In Koreé, the
UN troops in the line were fully aware of invasion preparations
in early September, | |

Deépite the lack of secrecy, however, surprise was
achieved by the landing, primarily due to the following phfee
féctors}

'a. The choice of thg landing site: The technical
obstacles involved in makipg an amphibious landiné in force at
INCHON were so great as to convince many that a laﬁding of any

~size in that area was all but impossible,

b. The technicalAproficiendy of US naval and marine
units:. The rapid seizure of landing beaches, unloading of troops,
and subsequent aggressive drive inland exploited to the fullest
the measure of surprise achieved by landing in an unexpected
area and_sustained the initial shock of the landing._ It was also
a heartening demonstration that the United States had lost none
of its prﬁfiggéncy in the plapning of amphibious operations, a
proficiency gained in the island—hopﬁing'campaigns in the Pacific.
'The entire opération was conceived, planned and exécuﬁed,inlless
ﬁhan three_months; despite the fact thag there wés no pool of
ve?sels and special equipment on which to draw, such as there
haﬂ Beeh in the last yearsvof tﬁe war with Japan,’

Ce The North Korean pre—dccupation with the southern

sector: This is pure conjecture, but it appears from the action
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that the North Korean command gambled on containing the landing
while crusnlng the PUSAN Perimeter, and then turning to its rear

to fall on the beachhead at INCHON, They may well have been en-

couraged in this decision by the historical example of ANZIO,

where the US VI Corps was contained in a small beachhead from
January to May 1944 by German forces., The féllacy-éf-thié ﬁhink~
ing lay, of course, in the fact that irsufficient troops were
allotted for the containmeni,

The possibility of crushing the Perimeter at the
time was good.. The UN lines were Ainnitely under:extreme pres—-
sure and many signs of weakness were evident, TAEGU, the pivot
of the UN line, was a;most in the Reds' grasp when the landing
occurréd.‘.

é. The North Kereans proved as inélastic in defeat as
had the South Koreans. Vhile successfﬁl, the North Kofean was
a.fonnidable and aggressive enemy, When defeated, his defeat
was total. An organized withdrawal to the north as an Army
might well have prevented the disaster that ensued, but the Red
Army broke and fled, 1osing all organlzatlon and control. To
date tﬂere has been no evidence that the North Koreans have
been able_to rebuild-its shéttered army into anytﬁing evén
approximating itq former combat efficiency, |

3. Operations of US forces in the.period represented

no'significant'change ih doctrine, Despite their characterizat-—

“jon by some writers as "hammer and anvil" tactics {the "hammer"
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being the troops in the Perimeter driviﬁg north against the
Yanvil" of thé beachhead and crushing the Reds between them),
the tactics employed were a strategic envelopment by amphibious
means coupled with a%multiple penetration of the main line. As
mentioned before, this was attempted at ANZIO in 1944 under very
similar circumstances, On a'éhaller scale, successful amphib-
ious envelopments were made against the Japanese on LUZON in ‘
1945 whilé the main force executed a penetration,

The phase of the campaign that has been the subject
of most controversy was the pufsuit, particularly north of the
38th Parallel. The question as to whether or not such pursuit
was justified has become largely political in nature énd will
not be discussed here; nor will the final stages of the pursuit,
the aborti&e drive to the YALU, as that action will be discussed
in the next chapter, From the military standpoint, however, the
following points concerning the UN pursuit during the period
under discussion seem salient:

a, The efforts of the UN forces were directed'more
towards exploitation than pursuit. UN operations in this period

i . .
were characterized by a preoccupation with seizing supply centers
and disrupting lines of éommunication, rather than the annihilat-
ion of the enemy. This is in marked céntrast to.the Cannae—
mindéd Reds, who dufing the period of their success strove always

'

to enfold the UN troops in von Schliefen's "énnihilating embrace™

“and consequently often failed to seize the real chance for victofy.
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b:i Successful as were the results of the UN
exploitation, gowever, it must be pointed out that it in no way
achieved the same measure of success as did similar exploitat—
ions against the Germans in Europe in 1944. The sudden dash
north on divided axes and consequent abandonment of a2 contin-
uous front created a situation comparable to that df tﬁé |
Germans after-theif initial =dvance into Russia in 1941 ——
with an enormous enemy force in their rear still capable of
-cgmbat operations, The result of a too rapid advance was, for
the~Germans,\disaster. The result for thg UN troops was, as
has been noted, extensive guerrilla actiyity in their rear.

The situation in Korea migﬁt have proven equally disastrous, had
it not besn for the utter cdllapse in morale of the North

Koreans,

Armored Actions During the Campaign

In this section of the¢chaptef a general sketch history
has been outlined for eéch armored unit participating in this
eampaign. An effort has Seen.made to‘treat each unit_séparately;
portraying its’locations, routes and general schgmes of maneuver;
and highlighting the points of opefatioﬁal importance throdghw
6ut thé period. Howe?er, in many cases certain phases or
characteristics of unit operations were purpqsefully omitted,
since the committee determined these items to'be of little or

no value in pursuance of the research objective,
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Aftef having made a study of uelt ﬁlstorles durlng the
period 16 September 50 - 2 November 50, the commlttee has sel—
ected the 70tg Tank Battallon (Heavy), attached to the lst
Cavalry Division, as having been engaged in the actions most
representative of this particular period, It will, therefore,
‘be noted that -a more compiete*sketch of 7OthVTénk'Bettalieh
hietory is presehted in this chapter.. |

Throughout these deécriptions of armored unit‘aetions
during the U, N;-Offensive Campaign, the aﬁtention of the reader
is directed to appendix I (Map, Korea, l:l;OO0,000, showing
»principal cities and towns, roads, rivers and railroads).

70th Tank Battalion. At the start of the first phase

the UN Offensive on 16 September 50, the 70th Tank Battalion
was attached to the lst Cevalry Division, with its companies
_further attached to the three regiments and the Battalion

(<) wifh the Division Heedquerters. The ‘Cavalry hel& the
center of I Corps positions in the PUSAN perimeter in the vie—
inity of TASGU, with the lst ROK Division and the :2'l;th Infantry
D1v131on as right and left flanking units respectlvely. The
70th Tank Battallon was. the only tank element of the 1st Cava~
1ry DlVlslon, and operated for the most part‘as reglmental,tank
) companiés,

* The initial operation in ihe craeking of enemy defehseS‘
) along the NAKTONG Rlver in the lst Cavalry DlVlSlon zone was

the selzure of the town of TABU-DONG, some 15 mlles north of
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TKEGU;» Company B, 70th Tank Battallon, with the 8th Cavalry
Regiment, attacked north along the main route from TauGU
Company C,,w1th the 7th Cavalry Regiment advanced northwest
from TAEGU toward_WKEG%AN from which the attack would continuev
northeast and link-up with the éth at TQBUnDONG Company A
~with the 5th Cavalry Regiment was to follow in general trace of
the 7th Cavalry, after attacking to the vicinity of lmEGWAN

and being passed—through by the 7th Cavalry.l _

| Company B, 70th Tank, leading the 8th Cavalry column,
was continuouslj uﬁder enemy heavy mortar fire along its r&ute
of advance to‘the objeétivé. The'ﬁénk$>encountered numerous .
mines alOng.the road, blown«up bridées with mined by~-passes and
occagional intense 45 mm anﬁi—tank.fire. The column was sub—
jected to only light and sporadic small arms and automatic
weapons fire from enemy posiﬂions in the high ground overlooking
tﬁe road. Tank unit personnel losses amounted to about five .
wounded, Company'B lost four M26 tanks to land mines énd two
disabled as a result of anti-tank fire.? '

The 7th Cavalry, with Company C, 70th Tank Battalion
lea'c‘iAi__ng,~ was opposed at first by intense small arms, automatic
weapgns and 51 caliber anti—ténk fire in the vicihity of the
town of WAEGWAN,' The regiment passed through StEVCavalry '
and QompanyiA of the 70£h,_which had sustained‘peavy tank
‘losses due to mines. Continuing to the northeast, Company
'C”loét’foﬁr M;AABEB tanks to mines within a distancevof‘l%
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to 2‘mileS"of4éoad,‘ The rapidly increasing collapse of the
enemy defenses ;as at this time becoming eyident. The first
‘mines encountered were carefully buried! so that the leadihg
tanks, which were not allowed to await engineer mine detector
and clearance teams, were forced into these‘lossgs due to
mines, However, enemy mining soon beééméAa matter of mereiy
dropping the mines on the surface of the frieﬁdly rpute»of
advance, At one point aloné the route the hea@ of the
friendly column ran upon an abandoned self-propelled 76 mm
kAT‘gunbwhich had been used by the enemy to hastily drop mines
along his routes of withdrawal. Company C suffered about
seven casﬁalties, all wounded by mine e:icplosions.3
By continually pressing the attack day and night, the

two columns met at TABU-DONG about 211900 September. As the
two columns closed on TABU~IONG, 2n enemy force of about 30
men were trapped in a high-banked cut in the roadway where the
force held anti~§énk gun positions, About half of these

were killed and the remainder surrendered, Eleven 45 mm anti-
tank guns were captured in the towh, along with large quantities
of ammunition and mines, fhe juncture»oflthe two columns was
coordinated by the tank battalion's light aircraft, withoﬁt
which a successful juncture would have Beenbimpossible., The
battalion aireraft was, in fact, invaluable to the entirg
opefation;B - |

\ . . . - B
Both the Tth and 8th Cavalry Regiments set up defensive
&0 ' '



perimeters in the vicinity of TABU-DONG for the night. The

Tth CaValry was a;erted to form a task force to continue

the attack at daylight. During the night sporadic heavy

mortar fire was received in the town but inflicted no casual-
ties or damage. At about 220400 an estimated 2,000 enemy.who had
been by-passed in the high gréund southwest of TABU-DONG, launch-—
ed a typical "banzai' attack toward the town. Apparentiy this
enemy was attempting to return to his own lines and had underes-
timated the number of UN troops in and around the town, As

about one-half the enemy force came Screaming down the hillside
toward the town, tanks of Company C poured a deadly stream of

.30 and .50 Caliber machine gun fire into them, directed by
vinfantry elements using the SCR 300 and AN/VRC-3 radios. The
attack was stopped quickly, and thé,surviving ehemy fled back

)
to the hills, The remaining half of the enemy attacked west

of the town and‘were repulsed by the 3d Battalion, 7th Cavalry.l”
Task Force Lynch was organized during the night of

21~22 September ahd advanced north along the NAKTONG from
ABU-ONG, departing at 220800. The task force was composed

of tﬁeb3d Battalion, 7th Cavalry; two platoons of Company C,

70th Tank Pattalion (total of seven M~4A3ES8 tanks); Regimeﬁtal

I&Rbplatoon; an engineer compaﬁy with dozer tank; a 4.2 Mortar

platoon; one battalion Qf artillery minus a battery; and a

: ?AQP. The mission of the task force was to secureﬂthe'ferry

crossing site at the town of NAKTDNG;NI, about 35 miles north-—
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west of TABU-IONG,L

| The ta;k force column proceeded ‘along the road, ténks
leading, with only light resistance from small enemy groups
employing automaﬁic.Weaponé and small arms fire. However, as
the column reached the town of NAKSONG-DONG, 25 miles from
TABU-DONG, the lead tank was disabled by 76 mm anti-tank fire
from an enemy road block position about 100 yards ahead of the
tank, Without any effort by the infantry to assist in reduction
of the road block, the tanks were éummarily ordered forward,
This resulted in the loss of the second tank invcolumn, perhaps
needlessly, Both tanks were put out of operation but no per-
sonnel casualties resulted. The enemy was routed from his pos—
ition, abandoning his weapons; however, this could have been
acbomplished more cheaply by a flanking movement with a disf
mounted foree, About one~half mile south of the objective,
tﬁe head of the task force column ran upon the rear of the
retreating North Korean_force. Thg tanks znd leading infantry
elemeﬁts destro&ed an enemy ammunition train, captured about 20
field pieces, abbut 50 usable US trucks formerly captured by the
enemy, and four sbandoned enemy tanks, About 200 of the LOO-
mah enemy columnnéurrenAeredi The head of this enemy column
was encountered at the task force objecti?e while attempting
té cross the NAKTONG on an'undefwater-sandbag bridge. Many
more of the enemy were slaughteréd.whilé;astride.the fiver;Bl'

The task force crossed the NAKTONG and proceeded
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to SANGJU, haiing béen passed through by another task force,

The new objecgive was the town of POUN, about 30 miles west

of SANGJU. On 26 September Task Force LYNCH had sggured POUN
and was ordered to continue its attack northwes£ to the vicinity
of OSAN, to link-up with elements of the 7th Infantry Division
advancing south from SPOUL, The 3d Platoon, Company C, 70th
Tank Battalion, commanded by 1lst Lt. Robert E, Baker, led the

task force column., Upon passing through CHONGJU,.I&.YBaker

~continued toward OSAN at meximum tank speed, As the tank

platoon continued via CHOCHIWON and CHONAN, it out-distanced

the head of the task forée,column,'losing radio contact, The
advance continued into the night, without opposition, passing
startled North Korean soldiers who ran to cover oﬁ finally
realizing that this was an enemy force, Lt, Baker's fofée :
reached the town of OSAN, passing through PYONGTAEK, and found
no trace of friendly units., Continuing north toward SUWON,

the platoon began to draw small arms, automatic weanons and

anti~tank fire from the high ground along the/road, The platoon

halted and began shouting their identity in the direction of the
fire they were receiving, At 262330 September Lt. Baker estab-
lished contact, and was admitted into the position of the 73d

Tank Battalion and the 3lst Infantfy Regiment, Tth Infahtry

Division. Thus, a solid juncture was formed between X Corps,

which had advanced south from the INCHON landing, and I Corps,

which had advanced north after breaking-out of the PUSANiPeri~

CI-Z
Qo



meter, Thiéiémall tank force had made a spectacular advance
into enemy tefritory, traveling 102 miIGS'in\apprbximately
11 hours.h

Lieutenant Baker was bitterly eriticized for his action
in moving out azhead of the Task Force LYNCH column, It was .
chérged £hat Bakcr,:in violation of orders, moved away from the
column and left it exposed to enemy éttgck. However, Baker and
members of his platoon maintained thaﬁ he was ordered to advance
at maximum tank speed 2nd not to stop until contact was made with
elements of the 7th Division in the vieinity of OSiN. Further,
it would appear most unusual that so smali a force, operating
alone, would have penetrated that deeply into-enemy territory
of its own volition, The matter was resolved somewhat when
Lieutenant Baker was awarded the Silver Star for his part in.
the actioh.3

Company B, 70th Tank Battalion continued with the 8th
Cavalry to SANGJU, thence north to CHUNGJU, northwest to
CHINCHON,,CHUKSANfNI and ANSONG, In the vicinity of ANSONG on
28 September, two platoons of Company B gave chase to four T-34
tanks and destroyed two which had stopped on a dike some 12
miles northwest of ANSONG, The next day the §thér two énemy'
tanks Were,located and destroyed by tank fire, All four of
these enemy tanls were knocked out in tank versus tank actions
at ranges of less than 200 yards, The company then proceeded.
with the regiment toward,‘SEOUL,.2
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On the night of 26~27 September Task Force LWNCH, minus
1t. Baker's Tank Platoon, was atta;ked by an estimated 10 enemy
7_34 tanks as the Task Force column entered the town of HABUNG-
NI, The 2d Platoon, Company C, 70th Tank Battalion, securing
the tail of‘ﬁhe friendly column, moved forward to engage the
edemy taﬁks. As the platogn reached the head of the column
inside the»town, two of the three M4A3ES tanks were disabled
by 85 m@ fire from two dug-in enemy tanks. The remaining
MLAIES destroyed the two T-34 tanks. One T—Bh rolled down the
vehicle column and qrhshed'ébout 15 trucks and jeeps before it
was destroyed by a 105 howitZer artillery piece which was fired
directly at a range of 10 yards. Four other T-34 tanks in
HABUNE-NI became infantry 3,5" rocket launcher kills. Late in
the afternoon of the 27th, a tank platoon patrol from Company
C, 70th Tank Battalion movea south through HABUNG-NI to
PYONGT.EK where it destroyed two more T-34 tanks. Both enemy
tanks were struck from the rear as they were being pursued
through the town, (Figure 43)

Cqmpany_a, 70th Tank Battalion advanced north to SANGJU,‘
gnd on to SEOUL via POUN, CHONGJU, CHOCHI-WON, CHONAN and OSAN, |
Gompany A, still attached to-5th Cavalry Regimeng, passedAthrb&gh

4Ccmpany C_and the 7th Cavalry at OSAN and continued to
SEOUL, ‘During the sth‘CaQalry advance to OSAN 1ittié opposit;\
ien was encountered, howe&er, the column reééived some automatic

weapons and small srms fire from small enemy pockets of resist—
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_ anee which hég been by-passed along the 1st Cavalry Division

route of advaﬁce.

The 1st Cavalry Division, with the 70th Tank Battalion,
assed through the city of SEOUL about 6 October 50, On about
8 October the three regiments and attached tank companies crossed
the IMJIN Rivér in the vicinity of WUNSAN, and 'prcﬁc'eeded toward
KAESONG against light, scattered enemy resistance,

Company A, with the 5th Cavalry, turhed north after cross—
ing the IMJIN River and ﬁoved toward KORANCPO—RI. One platoon
of ﬁompany A moved north tcward the 38th Parallel, in support of
2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry on a reconnaissance-in-force mission
and encountered a heavily manned enemy road block in the vicinity
oﬁ the 38th Parallel., Infantry elements wers immedia£ely sub—
jected to withering volleys of small ayms and automatic weapons
fire, virtually pinning down the infantry in dipches aiong the
road; Tank elements of the force moved forward and engaged the
enemy road block at boint blank range, dislodging the éﬁemy force
and extricating forward infantry elements from a perilous pos-
ition, At this stage of operationS»movement beyond the 38th
was not permitted.’ The 5th Cavalry turned back south via
CHANGDAN to KAESONG,” .
L Company B, spear-hesding the 8th Cavalry north of the
38th, on 11 Qctober venetrated enemy defensive positions in the
vicinity of SONGHYON-NTI, quth Korea receiviné very heavy 85mm

t

and 76mm anti-tank and artillery fire, 1In the aétion, Company
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B lost two N-—26 tanks to anti-tank fire and withdrew to new
positions for the nigﬁt. At 120630 O;tober in 2 heavy ground
fog Company B advanced to a point three miles south of SONGHjQN—
NI, where the lead tank struck a mine, The mine disabled the
tank without entirely breaking the track. As‘thg disabled M-
LA3ES tank remained in position on the road, a T-34 lumbered

ouﬁ of the fog and rammed-the M4 head-on. Both tanks were

too close together to travefse the gun for a shot, .The M-
suddenly moved in reverse, clearing the T-34 and simultaneously
figing its cahnon at the T-34. This haphazard round of 7émm
APC, fired at zero range and in dense fog, struck the muzzle

of the T-34 cannon, parting the tube about four feet back from
the muzzle (Figure 44). Another friendly tank moved in on the °
flank and finished the‘job with a round through the turret of the
T-34. Two more T-34s moved in under cover of the fog and were
" knocked out at a range of 50 feet by koth 76mm and SO0mm tank fire,
At about 121630 October elements of Company B, without infantfy
support, advanced into the town of SONGHYON-NI and destroyed
' five mofe T-34 tanks, Here the enemy had prepared his tanks

in well camouflaged hull defilade positions, to.cover the
approaches into the town. By rapid assault with tanks in maés,
friendly armor overran the enemy position and destroyed his dug-
in ianks witQ'flankihg fire. There were no friendly losses.2
The’éth Cavalry, with Company 4, 70th Tank leading,

passed through the 8th Cavalry at SONGHYON-NI, attacking north
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' toward KUMCHON;,North Korea, ‘the regimental objective, About

‘one mile south?of KUMCHON the'leading tank elements came under
very heavy 45mm and 76émm anti-tank fire from enemy positions

about the periphery of the town, Assaulting the positions front—
ally, the tanks employed HE and ,30 célgéer machine gun fire,
destroying 10 anti—ﬁank guns and an estimated i75 eﬁemy'infantry.
Although the enemy had used great skill in setting up his defenses
in depth, the positions weré over-run with slight damgge and no
disablement of Company A tanks,

Ls the tank column entered the town of KUMCHON along a
cut in the roadway, enemy infantry emplaced on the high banks
bverlookipg the road threw many hand grenades down on the tanks,
The tankers were compglled to button up and bolt through while
friendly infantry moved forward and routed the enemy from his
positions., Two mére anti-tank guns were destroyed by the tanks
at a street intersection in the town. The regiment and tanks
moved throuéh the town and continued toward SARIWON.5 -

While tﬁe 5th and 8th Cavalry Régimenté were advancing
- north along the east bank of the YESONG River, the 7th Cavalry
and esvecially the tanks of.Company C were experiencing great.
difficulty in crossing the YESONG at a‘point directlj west of
KAESONG. . Two battalions of infantry had crossed the river oén
é repairéd bridge which was unsafe for tank tréffic.

| : An'engineér ferry (treadway bridge section lashed.to
pneumatic floats) attempted'to ferry one tank across.and met with

i
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near disaster% The compény ¢ommander of Codpany C; %Oth Tank
Battélion, moﬁbted his tank on the ferry and was being propelled
toward the far bank by an engineer power Boat when the boat sud-
denly became inoperative and the ferry moved swiftly south with
the out-going tide. Having no means of stopping the drift of
the ferry raft, the tank, its crew and some engineér personnel
drifted with the tide all the way to the edgewaters of the
YELIOW SEA, The ferry drew enemy mortar and small arms fire
from the west bank of the river, but with n&hdamage or casualties,
The tide changed almost as the ferryvreaéhed open water, and the
raft returned to the original ferry site on the in-coming tide,
The tank and crew were landed on the east bank of XESONG where
it had previoﬁsly embarked, Ultimately, the tank company was
ferried across the river by a US Navy LSU.A Use of a safety
cable across the ferry route would have prevented this incident,
The 7th Cavalry and Company C, 70th Tank Battalion |
seized the town of PAEKCHON, the tanks playing only a minor role,
The regimen£ then advanced rnorth to the industrial center of
NAMCHOMJOM, The initial probe’éf this enemy position was made
by a tank piétoon.with a platoon of infantry mounted on the tanks,
This force met with extremely heavy small arms; automatic weapon; |

and 45mm anti-tank fire from enemy positions on the high ground

southwest of the city. Ratﬁer‘heavy casualties from enemy small

caliber weanons were sustained by both the infantry and tank ele—

ments, ‘though no damage resulted from anti-tank gun fire,
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Thé attack was stalled, and the friendly force was
later increased to two platoons of tanks and a company of in-
fantry, Thé attack was then continued, this time witg success,
The contributing factor to final success was an uﬂhsually sup—
erior-display of close support by tactical aircraft,

Numerous enemy infantry, dug in deeply on high-ground
overlooking an approéch to his position, obviously present a
formidable defense against small unit tank infantry attack. It
was determined that NAMCHOMJOM was defended by major elements
of a North-Korean regiment, In this particular instance, it
would appear that an attack by a company size tank force, with-
out infantry, breaking through to the enemy rear would have
resulted in an earlier success and wiﬂh fewer personnel casuale
ties b

The 7th Cavalry continued to the northwest toward
SARIWON, followed by the 5th and 8th Regiments. - SaRIVON,
ﬁWASAN-Ni and HWANGJU fell to the 7th Cavalry with light oppo-—
sition from enemy rear guard elements, Comﬁany ¢, in support
of a company of infantry, seized the town of HUKKYO-RI (approxe
imately 15 miles south of PYONGYANG), destroying three T-34
tanks and capturing two more which had been abandoned by the
fleeing enemy.v'One:of the three destroyed enemy tank was
knocked out With a round of 7émm APC after three rounds of
HVAP had ricochéted off of the sloped surface.of the T-34.

This agtion took plzce at a range of about 30 feet.h
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Companies A and C, 70th Tank Battalion were attached to
the 5th Cavalry for the assault on the North Korean Capitol,

The seizure of PYONGYANG was not so heavily opposed as weeld
normally be assumed. However, there was considerable resis-
tance from enemy groups in house—to—house fighting and from
snipers statloned'ln tall buildings. Company 4 accounted for two
T-34 tanks and two 45mm anti-tank guns within the city. Here
again, the enemy tanks were dug in and easily destroyed as
friendly tanks advenced to flanking fire positions.5 |

" The prepondérance of fightiné for the city of PYONGYANG
took plaee as the west side of the city (west of the TAEDONG
River) was seized and secured, This action involved a combinat~
ion of tank over-watching fire support and foot-by-foot close
support of‘infantry in the advance., PYONGYANG was captured on
19 October 1950,

The 7th Cavalry was ordered souﬁhwest to the port city of
CHINNAMPO, following the fall of PYONGYiNG to the UN Forces. This
strategic seaport and industrial city was taken with little or
no opposition, although there ﬁere rumors of Communist.sympath—
izers within the city, Cempany ¢ (minus 3d Platoon) remained
here with the 7th Cavalry for a period of about ten days.,

Company B and the 8th Cavalry had moved into PYONGYANG
and had gone into postion with Company A and the 5th Cavalry in -
the vicinity of the c1ty airport, One company of the 89th Tank

Battalion was attached to the 1lst Cavalry Division, and entered
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PYONGYANG wiép the division., The 6th Tank Battalion and the
1st ROK Divigion gained entrance to the city by swinging
around the e;st side and -attacking from ithe north.

‘On about 21 October the 1lst Cavalry Division organiéed a
task force for the purﬁose of advancing north to the vicinity of
SUKCHON and SUNCHON, - There the task force would link up with éhe
187th Airborne RCT, who were to make a Jump in the two towns to
head off a north-bound North Korean train loaded with Allied
prisoners of war, .The fask force, Task Force RODGERS, was com-—
posed of the 70th Tank Battalion, minqs Companies B and C
(plus one platoon of Com@any C); 1lst Battalion, 8th Cavalry;
one battery of the 99th Field frtillery Batgalion; an Enginee;
Platoon:; and a SCR 399 Radio Team, Task Force RODGIRS made the
link-up with the 187th on schedule, however, the North Korean
POW train had aiready passed through this area and no trace of
the traih was revealed, The G-2 report, upon which the 187th
Airborne and Task Force RODGERS mission.was based, had been rated
as highly feliable. The task force ahq the airborne regiment
wére heavii& opposed bﬁ an estimated enemy regiment which em-
ployed a number of 4Omm z2nti-zircraft guns in a ground fire rcle
égainst ffiendly forces, «An estimated 500 enémy wére killed and
about eleven LOmm guns were captured in the action. .Friehdiy
peréoﬁnel and vehiéle losses were slight.5

On 29 October the 8th Cavalry, with Company B, 70th

Tank,-advanced_north from PYONGYANG to SUKCHON, SINANJU, PAKCHON
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and to the vicinity of UNSAN, with the mission of relieving ROK
elements of the US I Corps in that area, The relief on position
in the vicinity of UNSAN was accomplished 30 October. On 31
October, at about l5QO hours, the main road south from UNSiN was
cut by Chinese Communist Forces, and it was estimated that about
B0,000 Chinese were £hen located in the mountains near UNSAN,
Following an intense 120mm mortar, Russian-type rocket
("Katusha"), and heavy artillery preparation at 311730 October,
the Chinese attacked the 8th Cavalry at UNS.AN froh the north and
northeast, By 2400 hours two battalions of infaﬁtry had withdrawn
to the regimental command post., One tank platoon of Company B
was overrun in position and another platoon of taﬁks was able to
withdraw from thevperimeter position to the main road junction
south of the town. This tank platoon held the road junétion
position, keéping the road open for withdrawal of the regiment,
until about 01023C November when its position became untenable.,
The 8th Cavalry (-) and Company B, 70th Tank (-) withdrew south
along the m2in road to PAKCﬁON and SINANJU, through the Chinese
road block south of UNSAN, and h@d brokén contact by 011800
November, Company B's personnel losses amounted to 38% of tﬁe
unit, - Thé company lost 10 M-26 tanks, 3 M-4A3ES8 tanks, 1 M-32
ﬁretriever and two %—ton trucks to rocket launcher, satchel
charges, mortar and artillery fire, The regiment lost Approx—
imately one battalion of personnelAand equipment.2
The 5th Cavalry was ordered north to UNSaN on 31 October,
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via SUNCHON, KGNE;RI and YONGBYON, to assist in the withdrawal
of the 8th Cavalry. Company A, 70th Tank had five tanks disabled
by 2,36" and 3.5" rocket launcher fire in the vicinity of YONGBYON,
The regiment advanced west to the north-south road té UNSaN and .
covered the withdréwal of the 8th Cavalry. Meanwhile, the 7th
Cavalry and Company C, 70th Tank had been rushed up ffom CHINNAM?O.
Elements of the regiment also assisted in the withdrawal of the- |
8th Cavalry Regiment, '
fhe appeérance of the Chinese Communist Forces in North
Korea marked thz ead of the UN Offsnsive Campaign and the beginn—
ing of the CCF Intervention, closing the nffensive campaign as of
2 November 1950,

73d Tank Battaliion (Heavz), The 73d Tank Battalion landed

at INCHON with the 1lst Marine Division and the Tth Infantry Div-
ision on 16 Sevtember 1950, Compeny B and elemsnts of Headquarters
and Service Compeny disembarking at 162000 September. Companies
A and C with the remainder of Headquarters and Service Company
landed on the morning ~f 17 September., The landing of these el-
e@ents)was unopposed and the battalion went into an assembly area
in the vicinity of INCHON, The battalion was not employed inite
ially, although the battalion comminder volunteered the battalions
services to the Marines,

On' 19 September with units of the 7th Infantry Division
holding positions outside'the city of SEQUL and defending to the

south, Company 4 of the 73d Tank Battalion attacked south along
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the SEOUIACQ@NJU road to seize the town of ANYANG~NI,'15 miles
souﬁh of SEOQL. About two miles north of ANYANG-NI the company
encountered ae enemy .road block manned by an estimated enemy
compeny. The road block consisted of a mine belt astride the
road .covered by small arms and small caliber anti~tank.fire.
.In the reduction of the road block the company lost two 126

tanks to land mines and two M26 tanks disabled by small arms
and anti-tank fire, One of the latter was disaeled when an
intense volume of small arms fire ehattered all of its vision
devices and causcd the tank to run off of the road, This tank
was reeovered sincrtly after the action;/

At about 20iZOO September a force composed of the 7th
Reconnaissance Company (mines tank sections and rifle squads),
reieforced with two platoons of Company C, 73d Tank Battalion,
attacked south through Company A's positions in ﬁhe vicinity of
ANYANG-NT with the mission qf seizing and securihg the SUWON
Airstrip, tﬁo miles south of SUWON and 25 miles seuth of SEOUL,

Arr1v1ng at SUVON at 201800 w1thout incident, the 7th
Reconnalssance Comoany (£ proceeded to the airstrip and set
up a defensive perimeter on the main portion of the strip. The
primary enemy threat was considered to be to the south, and
therefore the sopthern portion of the perimeter was the most

‘strongly held.
At about 202100 the p031t10n was attacked from the north

by an estimated enemy rifle company, mounted on a platoon of T+3h
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enemy tanks, The éggmy’force quickly entered the perimeter in
its northern sector and engaged friendly elements with tank and
small arms fire at point blank range.TZ

Meanwhile, at 202300, Task Force HANNUM (73d Tank Battal—
ion minus Companieé A and C, reinforced with one rifle company
of the Blét Infantry, and supported by one battery of light
artillery from the 7th Division), advanced south ffom ANYANG-NTI
'to assist the 7th Reconnaissance Company at SUVON, Task Force
HANNUM reached SUFON at about 210200 and moved west out of
the city through confused tank and infantry recistance for a
distance of about four to five miles along the SUWON-OMOKCHON-NT
road where the task force over ran and captured é North Korean
regimental CP at about 210430 September. Compary B, 73d Tank
Battalion, of Task Force HANNUM,.lost one tenk to enemy tank fire,
and destroyed eight T~34's in SUWON, Due to the confusion of
thése tank encounters at the head of the column the-ﬁask'force
had taken a wrong turn west out of SUWON rather than continuing
south to theé airstrip, and had become so engaged with other
enemy forces that iﬁ was unable to turn back and reach SUWON
prior to daylight the 21st of éeptember.

The 7th Reconnaissance Comnany had sent a contact patrol
north to SUWON to lead Task Force HANNUM to the airétrip. How—
ever, when the patrol had reached SUWON the task foree had al-
ready turned west and contact was not established. The Reconn-

aissance Company with its nine attached tanks succeeded in-
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repelling thé enemy 'attack after a three-hour engagement,. Upén
the enemy's gpitial penetration into the center of the perimeter,
friendly tank; and dismounted reconnaissance personnel fired
into the penetration from positions around the defense perimeter
and finally ejected the enemy force, Afterward the enemy was
engaged in his positions outside of the perimeter, later forcing
him to withdraw to the northeast, Losses inflicted upon the
enemy in this action amounted to an estimated 50 enemy killed and
wounded and three T-34 tanks which were friendly tank kills., The
friendly force suffered about six killed and wounded, Four -
ton trucks were destroyed by enemy tanks crashing into them and
firing on them with t:nk machine guns.7

On 22 September Task Force HANNUM advanced south about:
11 miles to the vicinity of OSAN, encountering only moderate re=
sistance from small enemy groupsy lThe task force later, on:26
September, made the initial link—up between its own X Corps
and I Corps elements advancing north from the NAKTONG River.
The actual juncture of the two Corps was made at OSAN about
262330 September, as leading elements of the lst Cavalry
Division (3d Platoen, Company C, 70th Tank Battalion) advanced
into the‘position of Task Force HANNUM.é |

‘Company A, which had remained. in the vicinity of ANYANG-
NI, advanced southwest via ANSAN and eniered SUWON from the west

while Task Force HANNUM was still in the town. Four T-3k tanks,

fifing from posiﬁiohs within buildings on the western side of
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SUWON, were?éestroyed by Company A. ;The company then followed
Task Force &éﬁNUM soutb from SUWON and destreyed fourimore T34
tanks about féur miles north of OSAN, Company A joined Task Force
HANNUM,rrelieving Company B;‘and.reméinea with the Task Force

~ during the X Corps ~ I Corps link-up. Company B returned to SEOUL
whererit supported with over watchiﬁg'fire the HAN crossing made
by elements of the 7th Infantry Division.® -
On 5 October 1950 the 73d Tank Battalion was redeployed to
. PUSAN with the 7th Infantry .Division to prepare for future 'landing

. operations,

- lst Tank Battalion (1st Marine Division). 1st Marine
Division (minus 7th RCT) ianded at INCHON:on 15 September 50, The
lst and 5th Marine RCT's secured INCHdN,_and on 17 September
attacked.east for KIMPO Air Field and the city of SEOUL. The
7th Marine RCT landed 21 September (D£6). The X US Army COst'
‘assumed command of all troops eshqre from Joint Task Force 7 at
211700 September, ending the amphibious rhase of the operatioh,

By .25 September the 1lst Marine Divisien_was operating as a eOmplete
division, in conjunction with the 7th US Infantry Dieision.and |
187th Airborne RCT. The lst Marine Division was withdrawn from
the vicinity of SEOUL on 9 October 1950 for further employment.
elsewhere.9 | |

A discussion of tank actions in this operation will be

primarily of a geeeral nature, = It should"be noted here ehat the

1st Tank Battalion, lst Marine'Divisibn,'eperated_as attached
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companies with regiments of the division, and participated in
small unit actions only.lq Further it appears that the 1lst
Marine Division employed its tanks entirely in accordance

with sstablished armor-infantry doctrine, i.e, platoon and
section tank-infantry teams and as a part of the mobile reserve,
Reports of thié operation seem to indicate that tank employment
was more limited-in the 1lst Marine Diviéion than in US infantry
divisions in Korea because marine armor is subordinated to the .
role of a supporting arm only,

The Mariﬁes were often deprived of tank support in this
operation because of the heavily sewn lénd mines in the vieinity of
INCHON and YONGDUNG-FO which delayed the movement of tanks., In
the firét four days of the operation 24 enemy tank kills were
claimed. The majority of this number were accounted for by 2,36"
and 3,5" rocket launchers, Later, on 25 September 12 enem§ tanks
vere knockéd cdt; five by friendly mines and 3.5" rocket launchers
and the ot .er seved by friendly tank fire,lov

The dominant chafacteristim of the city street fighting
was that unit objectives became a series of enemy'street barri~
cades. Against these barricddes, the Marines employved ﬁhe

“tank as a very effective weapon,

6th Tank Battalion‘(l\!led_iun\x). At the beginning of the
U. N, Offensive the éth Tank Battalion was attached to the 2hth
Infantry Division, US I Corps; 'Attachment§ within the division
on 16 September were as follows: Company A with ﬁhé 19th Infantry,
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Company D wi#h the 2lst Infantry and the Battalion () in reserve
under division control,

Company A, 6th Tank Battalien, ad;anced across the NAKTONG
.River in the viciﬁity of WAEGWAN, thence to OKSAN;DONG and on to
TAEJON, 'During this advance the company, in.support of the 19th
Infantry, met no enemy tank opposition. However, heavy to moder-
ate resistanée from enemy groups with small arms and automatic
weapons was encountered, Aiso, the tank column received some
small caliber anti-tank fire, but no démage reSultéd: The regi-
ment continued éhe advance to SEOUL without incident, Company
D, with the let'Infantry, crossed the NAKTONG south of WARGWAN
and continued to SEQUL via TAEJON without significant enemy con-
tact,

The 6th Tank Battalion tminus Companies A and D) moved
to SEOUL via the main route through TAEJON, CHONAN and SUVON,
Arriving at SEOUL about 3 October, Company B was released frbm
operational control of the 6th Tank and attached to the British
2?th Infantry Brigade.

Company A, now with the 21lst Infantry, advanced nerth-
west to KAESONG, HAEJU, CHAERXONG, SARTWON and PYONGYANG, meet—
ing only moderate enemy resistance, No tank versus tank action
occurred during this advance, Pushing north of PYONGYANG on
about 22 Octpber, the regiment and Company A of the 6th advanced
to SUNCHON and then to ANJU, PAKCHON, NAPCHONGJONG, CHONGJU,'
KWAKSAN to CHARYONGWAN, In the vicinity of the town of CHONGw
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KODONG,‘approxjmately two miles north of CHARYONGWAN, the :com-
pany encountered eight T-34 tanks and one self-propelléd, 76mm
gun, The enemy vehicles were engaged by Company & tanks at
ranges of 700-1,000 yards, all nine being knocked out and with
first—round hits in most cases, Only one friendly tank was dam-
aged (in the suspension system). In the samé area; a short time
later, the companylcaptured eight additional T--34 tahks, several
of which were apparently new, The enemy érews had abandoned.
these tanks during the previous tank action, The regiment re-
turned to the vicinity of ANJU and went into poéitions along |
the CHONGCHON River.11
Company B of .the 6th Tank énd the 27th Brigade advanced
northwest from SEOUL to KAESCNG, and north to SIBYONG-NI, re—
ﬁurning to KAESONG after having made no enemy contact., On 15
October, Company B was attached to the 19th Infantry, and advan-
ced to NUCHON-NI, CHONGSOKTU-RI, SARIWON, PYONGYANG, SINANJU
and PAKCHON,

’ About 4 October, the 6th Tank Battalion (=) was released
from operational control of the 24th Division and attached to the
1lst ROK Division, The‘Battalion (~) and the lst ROK proceeded
toward PYONGYANG, mo&ing through‘KﬁESONG, SARIWON and swinging
to the eastlat HWANGJU. Company D, having rejoined the Battaliﬁn
in SEQUL, tbgether with Company C and RCK elements, entered PYONG-
YANG from the east in conjunction with the 1lst CavélrijivisiOn

attack on the city from the south, In this operation the Battalion
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(=) was heavily engaged in iﬁfantry support missimns but had no
enemy tank encounters,

Company C was detached from the battalion on about 21
October and, with an infantry company and engineer platoon from the
1st ROK Division, advanced to the CHONGCHON River at SINANJU on
an Allied POW rescue mission, This operation was‘conducted in
conjunction with Task Force RODGERS of the lst.Cavalry.Division.

As in the case of Task Force RODGERS, nc part of the FOW train
was intercepted and the company returned to battaiion c§ntrol.1

The 6th Tank Battalion (~Company A) moved into positions
with the 15th ROK Regiment, lst ROX Division, in the vicinity of
UNSAN on about 26 October. From this location the battalion
operated platoon-size raiding rarties, without infaﬁtry, on
enemy positions within a}five miie radius of UNSAN. These
platoon actions involved moving the force out in the morning
to'positions in rear of small enemy units, fifing into the -
ehemy positions, and returning before darkness. Good fesults
were obtained with no friendly’losses sustaihed.l2
Previous to the battalion move»to‘UNSAN, the Battalion
- Reconnaissance Plétoon, on about 25 October knocked out two
two T-34 tanks and £wo 76mm self—propelled guns about five miles
east of SINANJU on the CHONGCHON, The kills were made by M-24
tanks, gaining ﬁénetrations in all four cases at approximately
75-100 ya?dArangés, and with no damage to the MfZA tanksy.l‘2

The 6th Tank Bgttalion had reverted to operational con-
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trol of the 24th Infantry Division, in blocking positions near
> ;
ANJU, as df the end of the period,

724 Tank Battalion (Heavy). The 72d Tank Battalion,

attached to the 38th Infantry Regiment, 2d US Infantry Division,
attacked west with the regiment from the vicinity of the town of

CHANGNYONG on 16 September 1950, with the mission of crossing the

-~

NAKTONG River and continuing to thgxﬁBchwest. The regimental
- s

zone was bounded on the left by the 25th Infantry Division and

by the 24th Infantry Division 6n the right; Compzany A, 724

Tank, wit5 elements of the 38th Infantry, enéountered intense
enemy sm2ll arms and automafic weapohs fire in approaching the
river crossing site. This opposition was countered by tank mach-
ine gun and cannon fire, and the river crossing was made a short
distance north of the town of FUCGONG-NI.

' The regiment proceeded across the NAKTONG ahd continued
northwest via KOCﬁANG, CHINAN, CHONJU, YOSAN, NONSAN, KONGJU,
CHONAN, SUWON to YONGDUNG-FO (on the south bank of the HaN River
southwest of the 01ty of SEOUL). ThlS advance consisted primarily
of a mop-up operation against by~passed North Korean units which
had made a determined stand as they became‘separated from the main
body of. the North Korean Army., No opposition was met after the
regiment had paéséd the town of CHINAN

The outstanding action during this advance to YONGDUNG--
PO, took place in the vicinity of the town of CHOGYE. Company
C, 72d Tank, on the night of 17 September, ran onto the tail
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of a North Korean battalion of infantry which was moving west
along the road to the town of HYOPCHON, virtually destroying
'ﬁhe enemy force with tank machine gun fire, One friendly tank
was disabled by an enemy satchel charge of explosives.13

The 72d Tank Battalion remained in corps reserve in
YONGDUNG-FO during the remainder of the period, which ended 2
November 1950. However, the battalion furnished tank and
reconnaissance elements for a specizl task force, operating north
about 17 October,

Task Force INDIINHEAD was organized by the 2d Infantry
Division to provide protection for ceftain strategic intelli-
gence teams. which were sent: to PYONGY NG upon capture of the city.
The objectives of these teams wére such installations as the for-
mer headquarters of North Korean General Nam I, medical labor- ‘
atories, and other places of interest to high level intelligence,
The task force consisted of Company C, 72d Tank Battaliqn
(minus one platodn), Battalion Reconnalissance Platoon, one com-—
pany of infantry and one platoon of aﬁtiaircraft artillery,

self—propelled, Task Force INDIANHEAD proceeded from YONGDUNG-—

"PO to PYONGYANG, arriving on about 19 October before the city

was secured, Seecuring the various installations as the intell-
igence teams operated within, the task force accomplished its

mission with only z few minor exchanges of fire with enemy

, . 1
elements in the city, 4
\
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89th Tank Battalion (Medium), As the US I Corps attacked

the NAKTONG River enemy positions =2long the PUSAN Perimeter, the
25th Infantry Division, with the 89th Ténk Battalion attached,
attacked west from positions in the vicinity of MASAN,

Task Force DOLVIN, composed of the 89th Tank Battalion
(minus Companies C and D), a battalion of infantry from the
35th Regiment, and division artillery and engineer elemegts;
advanced west from MASAN to CHINJU. The task force overran strong
enemy positions in the town of CHINJU, routing the enemy and re-
co?ering soms 85 Allied POW who were being held there by North
Korean forces, Defenses of the town consisted primerily of in-
fantry strong-points and anti-tank gun positions; however, the
town wés taken with slight losses to fhe task force. Task Force:
Y LVIN continued to NAMVON and CHONJU where a link-up was made
with the 38th Infantry; Advancing to the town of IRI, thence to.
TAEJON, the task fo;ce struck determined enemy resistance north

of the town. At this point the advance was held up as friendly

- forces became very heavily engaged with a North Korean mechanized

cavalry regiment.l5

Company D and the 24th Infantry Regiment attacked south—
west through CHINJU to SUNCHON, then moving north to NAWON 2nd
on to TABJON without significant enemy contact., The company

reverted to battélién‘confrol after passing through IRI.
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The- 27th Infantry Regiment, with Company C, 89th Tank
Battalion aﬁtached, constituted the reserve element for the 25th
Division and folloﬁed generally in the trace of the 24th Infantry.
Company C of the 89th also reverted to parent unit control after
passing the town oflIRI.

The 89th Tank Battalion, intact, marched through SEOUL
to KAESONG, then to the vicinity of SARIVON, Company D whs at—.
tached to the 1st Cavalry DiQision,“further attached to the 5th
Cavalry Regimeni, and sdpported that regiment's attack on the
North Korean capitol.. The Battalion (~) followed in trace aé a

part of Corps reserve,

Comments on Armored Actions

(1) Tank—infantry teams. Teamwork between tanks and in-—
fantry, at platoon and company. level, was adversely affected by

the lack of knowledge and training in the practice of reinforcing

the weakness of the one element with the strength of the other,

This deficiency existed not only in offensive operations, but

.also in the security of defensive positions, Obviously, train—

ing of infantry and tanks together is the answer to this situat-
ion, However, the Korean War found units generallj lacking such

joint training,

(2) Communications. Inadequate transmission range of the
infantry SCR~300 and the tanksers!' AN/VRC-3 radio sets caused many

difficulties in coordination and control., An improved system of

107



-

T AT e

-~

T T T AL TG A—

communigation between the man in the tank and the foot infantry-

o

man is'V;tal to successful coordination and convergence of effort.

@3) Mine *arfare. Enemy anti-tank mines accounted for the

bulk of UiN, tank battle losses in Korea, not to mention the costly
delays caused our armo;ed columns in the attack, Ihe restricted
road net and limited cross-country trafficability, character-
istic of Korea, enabled the North Koreans to concentrate the
mine-laying effort where itvdid us the most d;mage in our canal-
ized advances.. Also to be considered is the fact that U.S. Army
(and Allied) engineer units with present day equipment are un-
able to detect the non-metallic lahd mine by electrical means,
This results in delay and incomplete clearance of the mine field
so0 characteristic of the conventional probing methed, Flail tanks
or other mine clearing devices of this type ars in order for
correction of this difficulty,

(%) Tank~infaﬁtry plenning and cooperation. It is real-

ized that the urgency of many battle situations during this cam—
paign warranted the prompt accevtance and execution of rapidly
given and incomplete orders, However, in a great many instances
tank platoon 2nd company commanders were given wholly inadequate
attack orders by'infantry commanders, and, most often, the order

was given with only enough advance notice for the tank leader to

~order his unit to mount up and follow him. This error in command

naturally could be corrected primarily by 2 sounder practice of
command in general, Also, commanders nust rszalize that a fast
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moving‘tank unit requires considerable orientation if it is to react
properly and play its part in the over—all plan.

(5) Tank malntenance, Tank companies, attached or organic

to infantry regiments, in many cases were unable to keep a reason—
able number of tanks in operation from day to day. This was due -

in part ﬁo the severe shortage of armor during and befére the period
of.the UN Offensive, and also the constant need for its commitment.
In any‘eveﬁﬁ, régimentai commanders seemed to show little, if any,
appreciation for tank maintenance regquirements; allowing too little
time to tank cdmpaniES for organizational maintenance of combat
vehicles. Also signifiéant was the general shortage of tank

spare pérts, whiéh'further contributed to the numerous tanks on

comapny dead lines,
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